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About  This  Final  Exam 

The  ability  to  work  cooperatively  for  a common  purpose,  and  the  ability  to  present  ideas  orally  are 
important.  In  this  exam,  you  will  work  together  with  a group  of  your  classmates  to  produce  a 
Readers  Theatre  presentation. 

You  will  consider  one  example  of  a new  telling  of  an  old  children’s  story,  work  on  a series  of 
activities  with  your  group  to  develop  your  ideas,  and  present  your  own  production  of  an  old  story 
told  in  a new  way  to  the  class. 


Time 

You  will  have  a maximum  of  three  60-minute  periods  to  complete  this  final  exam.  There  will  be  no 
additional  time  allowed,  so  plan  accordingly. 


Evaluation 

Your  work  will  be  evaluated  for  its  content,  for  your  contribution  to  your  group’s  work 
( collaboration ) and  for  your  oral  presentation.  You  and  your  teacher  will  contribute  to  your  final 
score  as  follows: 


Scoring  Category 

Student 

Evaluation 

Teacher 

Evaluation 

Collaboration 

2.5  marks 

10  marks 

Content 

— 

10  marks 

Presentation 

2.5  marks 

10  marks 

Total 

5 marks 

30  marks 

Your  teacher  will  share  the  detailed  scoring  criteria  with  you  before  you  begin  the  exam. 
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Introduction 


Before  you  begin  this  assessment,  your  teacher  will  assign  you  to  a group.  Remember  the 
characteristics  and  responsibilities  of  a good  group  member.  Remember,  this  is  a final  exam.  You 
will  have  to  work  together  quickly,  collaboratively,  and  effectively. 


Reading 


In  your  groups,  read  the  following  story. 


Cinderella 


Once  there  was  a girl  who  was  as  good  as  she  was  beautiful.  She  lived  with  her  stepmother  and  two 
stepsisters  who  were  ugly  and  cruel.  They  made  her  do  all  the  hard  work,  scrubbing  and  cleaning 
and  tending  the  fire.  At  night  she  sat  in  the  chimney  comer  to  rest.  Her  ragged  clothes  were  always 
covered  with  cinders  and  ashes  and  so  she  was  called  Cinderella. 

One  day  the  king’s  son  announced  that  he  was  going  to  give  a ball.  The  stepmother  and  the 
stepsisters  were  invited  and  they  bought  fine  clothes  for  themselves.  But  they  told  Cinderella  that 
she  could  not  go  to  the  ball.  Cinderella  worked  harder  than  ever  to  help  her  stepmother  and  sisters 
dress  for  the  ball.  But  in  spite  of  their  fine  clothes  and  feathers,  they  could  not  hide  their  ugliness. 

When  they  left  for  the  ball,  Cinderella  was  so  unhappy  that  she  began  to  cry.  Suddenly  a fairy 
godmother  appeared.  “My  child,”  she  said,  “you,  too,  shall  go  to  the  ball.”  She  touched 
Cinderella  with  her  wand  and  the  rags  fell  away.  Cinderella  was  dressed  in  a beautiful  ball  gown, 
with  jewels  in  her  hair,  and  she  wore  a lovely  pair  of  glass  slippers  on  her  feet. 

Then  the  fairy  godmother  waved  her  wand  and  made  a fine  carriage  out  of  a pumpkin.  She  made 
eight  horses  out  of  mice  to  drive  the  carriage.  She  made  a coachman  out  of  a rat,  and  six  footmen 
out  of  lizards.  When  she  had  finished  her  magic  work,  Cinderella  was  as  splendid  as  any  princess. 

“But  you  must  be  home  by  midnight!”  said  the  fairy  godmother.  “The  magic  will  end  at  twelve 
o’clock  and  after  that  you  will  be  all  in  rags  again.” 

Cinderella  was  the  most  beautiful  girl  at  the  ball.  Everyone  talked  about  her  and  wondered  who  she 
was.  Even  her  stepmother  and  stepsisters  did  not  recognize  her.  The  king’s  son  danced  with  her 
all  night  and  fell  in  love  with  her.  Cinderella  was  so  happy  that  she  forgot  about  the  time. 

Suddenly  the  clock  stmck  the  first  notes  of  twelve.  Cinderella  knew  that  she  must  hurry  away 
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from  the  palace.  But  even  before  she  got  back  to  her  chimney  comer,  everything  had  disappeared 
and  she  was  again  dressed  all  in  rags. 

In  her  haste,  Cinderella  had  lost  one  of  her  pretty  glass  slippers  on  the  palace  steps.  The  slippers 
were  so  dainty  and  small  that  no  one  but  Cinderella  could  wear  them.  The  king’s  son  found  the 
slipper.  He  thought,  “Now  I shall  be  able  to  find  the  lovely  girl  who  ran  away  so  quickly.”  He 
sent  his  messengers  to  find  the  girl  whose  foot  fitted  the  slipper. 

All  the  fine  ladies  of  the  court  tried  on  the  slipper.  But  it  did  not  fit  any  of  them.  Then  Cinderella’s 
stepmother  and  sisters  tried  the  slipper  on.  But  it  did  not  fit  them  either.  At  last  one  of  the 
messengers  saw  Cinderella  hiding  in  her  comer.  He  asked  her  to  try  on  the  slipper. 

The  slipper  fitted  Cinderella  perfectly!  Then  Cinderella  pulled  the  other  slipper  out  of  her  pocket 
and  put  it  on.  Now  everyone  knew  who  the  lovely  girl  at  the  ball  had  been. 

Cinderella  was  taken  to  the  palace  where  she  married  the  king’s  son. 

And  they  lived  happily  ever  after. 


Credit  Statement: 

Brothers  Grimm.  “Cinderella.”  Public  Domain. 


Viewing 


"9  4 

^ \ As  a class,  you  will  view  the  film  The  Tender  Tale  of  Cinderella  Penguin  (National  Film 
ftr  Board  of  Canada),  which  is  another  version  of  the  Cinderella  story.  To  guide  your 
viewing,  read  the  discussion  questions  on  pages  2 and  3 first. 

Jl 


Discussing 


Answer  the  following  questions  individually,  as  preparation  for  your  group  discussion. 


1.  Why  have  some  elements  of  the  original  Cinderella  story  been  retained  in  the  film? 
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2.  a.  Which  elements  of  the  original  Cinderella  story  have  been  changed  or  added  in  the  film 
presentation? 


b.  Why  do  you  think  these  elements  have  been  changed  or  added? 


3.  Old  stories  frequently  use  stereotypes.  What  stereotypical  characters  are  illustrated  in  The 
Tender  Tale  of  Cinderella  Penguin? 


Now  discuss  your  responses  to  questions  1 to  3 with  your  group. 
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Introduction  to  the  Assignment 


Stories  can  be  told  in  many  forms,  such  as  the  print  and  film  versions  of  Cinderella.  One 
oral  format  is  Readers  Theatre.  Now,  it  is  your  task  to  tell  an  old  story  in  a new  way. 


The  Assignment 


From  the  list  below , select  a children’s  story  that  will  be  the 
basis  for  your  Readers  Theatre  presentation . Create  a script 
that  your  group  can  use  to  retell  the  story  in  a revised  form . 

Then  present  it . 


Note:  Your  presentation  should  be  no  longer  than  five  minutes. 


In  your  groups,  select  a story  for  your  Readers  Theatre  presentation  from  the  following  list.  A 
booklet  called  Synopses  of  Selected  Children’s  Stories,  which  summarizes  the  following  stories,  is 
available  from  your  teacher. 

- The  Elves  and  the  Shoemaker 

- The  Ugly  Duckling 

- The  Princess  and  the  Pea 

- Rumple stiltskin 

- The  Three  Little  Pigs 

- The  Three  Billy-Goats  Gruff 

- The  Little  Red  Hen 

- Jack  and  the  Beanstalk 

- The  Hare  and  the  Tortoise  (for  a group  of  three) 


Now,  with  your  group,  review  the  Step-by-Step  Group  Preparation 
suggestions,  which  follow. 
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Step-by-Step  Group  Preparation 


• Review  Presentation  Suggestions  for  Readers  Theatre , which  follow  on  the  next  page. 

• Plan  and  outline  the  script  for  your  presentation.  You  may  find  the  Scripting  Chart  on  page  7 
helpful. 

• Write  the  script,  keeping  in  mind  the  need  to  include  quotations,  stereotypical 
characters,  and  the  need  to  entertain.  Remember,  you  must  adapt  the  old  story  to 
make  it  live  again. 

• Remember  that  the  presentation  time  is  limited  to  five  minutes  per  group,  so  plan 
accordingly. 

• Read  the  Checklist  for  Script  and  Presentation  Success  on  page  8 . 

• Review  the  assessment  criteria  on  the  Student  Self-Evaluation  form  on  page  9 and  the  Teacher 
Evaluation  of  Individual  Presentation  form  on  page  10.  Make  any  essential  revisions  to  your 
script. 

• Rehearse,  and  make  any  necessary  revisions. 

• Present  your  Readers  Theatre  presentation  for  your  teacher  and  the  class. 

• Complete  the  Student  Self-Evaluation  form. 
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Presentation  Suggestions  for  Readers  Theatre 


Before  you  rehearse  your  Readers  Theatre  presentation,  read  the  following 
reminders. 

About  Readers  Theatre 

• Readers  Theatre  combines  features  of  traditional  theatre  with  interpretive  reading 

• The  scene  and  the  action  is  set  in  the  minds  of  the  audience 

• The  emphasis  is  on  what  the  audience  hears  rather  than  on  what  it  sees 

• Meaning  is  carried  through  the  readers’  voices  and  facial  expressions 

• Movement  and  action  are  limited 

• Scenery  and  costumes  are  minimal  or  absent 

• One  reader  can  take  many  parts;  one  reader  may  be  a narrator 

• Readers  hold  their  scripts.  This  helps  the  audience  to  remember  that  the  reader  is  the  mediator 
who  helps  them  become  involved  in  the  literature. 

Reminders  for  Performers 

• Hold  your  script  so  that  your  face  is  visible  and  so  that  one  hand  is  free  to  gesture 

• Use  your  eyes  and  your  facial  expressions  to  communicate  with  your  audience 

• Clip  pages  of  your  script  together  to  avoid  noisy  page  turning 

• Plan  entrances  and  exits  carefully: 

- You  may  stand  to  enter  and  sit  to  exit 

- You  may  walk  on  and  off  the  staging  area 

- You  may  turn  your  back  to  exit  and  face  the  audience  to  enter 

- You  may  “exit”  by  lowering  your  head  or  “freezing”  in  position 

• Look  and  speak  directly  to  your  audience  when  you  are  “on  stage” 

• Remain  perfectly  still  when  you  are  “off  stage” 

• Make  gestures  and  give  facial  expressions  that  suggest  the  size,  gender,  and  attitude  of 
your  character 
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Scripting  Chart 


Story  selected: 
Characters 


Changes  to  the  original  story  line 


Additions  to  the  original  story  line 
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Checklist  For  Script  and  Presentation  Success 


Does  your  presentation  match  this  Checklist?  Make  any  necessary  changes  to  your  presentation. 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


We  discussed  what  “5”  means  in  the  marking  criteria  on  the  Student  Self-Evaluation  form, 
so  we  understand  our  goals. 

We  adapted  the  original  story  to  make  it  entertaining. 

We  focused  on  stereotypical  characters  to  give  the  story  a new  twist. 

Our  changes  are  original  and  creative. 

Our  presentation  is  less  than  five  minutes. 

Our  presentation  is  rehearsed,  and  we  are  well  prepared. 

We  built  on  the  ideas  of  the  group  and  shared  the  workload  reasonably. 
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Student  Self-Evaluation 

Circle  the  number  that  BEST  summarizes  your  achievement  for  each  category. 
“1”  means  “To  a small  degree”;  “5”  means  “To  a great  degree.” 


COLLABORATION 

How  well  have  I 

• taken  responsibility  to  contribute  to  the  group? 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

• listened  for  differences  and  agreement? 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

• shown  respect  for  the  ideas  of  others? 

1 

2 

3 

4 • 

5 

• kept  the  focus  on  developing  a presentation? 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

PRESENTATION 

How  well  have  I 

• spoken  skillfully  and  used  language  persuasively?  1 2 3 

• involved  the  audience  through  details,  gestures,  1 2 3 

eye  contact,  and/or  visuals? 

• prepared  fully  my  part  of  the  presentation?  1 2 3 

• concluded  my  part  of  the  presentation?  12  3 


4 

4 

4 

4 


5 

5 

5 

5 


TOTAL 


T + 8 = 
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Teacher  Evaluation  of  Individual  Presentation 

Using  the  detailed  Scoring  Criteria  from  pages  20  to  22  in  the  Teacher’s  Manual  to  guide  your 
decisions,  circle  the  number  that  BEST  summarizes  the  student’s  achievement  for  each  category. 

“1”  means  “To  a small  degree”;  “5”  means  “To  a great  degree.” 


COLLABORATION  12345x2=  L 

When  marking  COLLABORATION,  consider  the 

• student’s  attitude,  as  revealed  by  involvement,  responsibility,  and  focus 

• student’s  skills,  as  demonstrated  by  listening  and  contributing  to  group  discussion 

• roles  that  the  student  assumes  to  assist  the  group  process 


CONTENT  1 2 3 4 5 x2  = 

When  marking  CONTENT,  consider  the 

• understanding  of  the  resource  materials 

• ideas  that  unify  the  presentation 

• support  provided  by  the  selection  of  detail 


PRESENTATION  1 2 3 4 5 x2  = 

When  marking  PRESENTATION,  consider  the 

• effectiveness  of  language  and  voice 

• degree  of  interest  created  for  the  audience 

• quality  of  the  student’s  preparation  for  the  presentation 

• quality  of  the  conclusion 
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The  Elves  and  the  Shoemaker 


Once  there  was  a kind  old  shoemaker  who  had  grown  very  poor.  In  fact,  he  had  only  enough 
leather  left  to  make  one  pair  of  shoes. 

“Look,  wife,”  he  said.  “I’ll  cut  these  out  this  evening  before  we  go  to  bed.  Then  in  the  morning  I 
can  finish  them.” 

After  that,  he  said  his  prayers  and  went  to  bed.  In  the  morning,  he  went  to  his  workbench,  and  what 
do  you  think?  Instead  of  two  pieces  of  leather,  there  stood  a neat  pair  of  shoes. 

“Wife!  Wife!”  he  called  in  amazement,  and  she  came  running.  Together  they  looked  at  the  shoes 
and  found  them  beautifully  stitched,  but  neither  the  shoemaker  nor  his  wife  could  imagine  who 
could  have  made  them. 

Soon  a customer  came  in. 

“What  fine  shoes!”  he  exclaimed,  and  offered  much  money  for  them— so  much  that  the 
shoemaker  was  able  to  buy  leather  for  two  more  pairs  and  still  have  some  money  left  over  to  buy 
bread  and  milk. 

That  evening  he  cut  out  two  pairs  of  shoes  from  the  leather  he  had  bought,  and  went  to  bed  feeling 
happy.  The  next  morning  he  sang  as  he  walked  toward  his  workbench.  Then  once  again  he 
stopped  in  astonishment,  for  there  stood  two  more  neat  pairs  of  shoes,  sewn  with  the  greatest 
of  care. 

“So  well  made!”  said  the  customers  who  came  to  the  shop.  “See  the  fine  stitches!  See  how 
beautifully  they  are  shaped!” 

The  shoemaker  quickly  sold  those  two  pairs  and  found  that  he  had  money  to  buy  leather  for  four 
more  pairs. 

And  so  it  went.  Each  night,  before  he  went  to  bed,  he  would  cut  out  the  leather;  and  every  morning, 
when  he  got  up,  he  would  find  it  all  made  up  into  the  neatest  shoes  imaginable.  Soon 
the  shoemaker  and  his  wife  were  not  poor  at  all. 

One  evening  just  before  Christmas,  the  shoemaker  said  to  his  wife,  “Let’s  stay  up  all  night  and  see 
who  has  been  helping  us  so  kindly.” 

“That’s  a fine  idea,”  said  the  shoemaker’s  wife. 
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So  they  hid  in  a comer  and  settled  down  to  wait.  On  the  stroke  of  midnight,  in  came  two  little  elves 
who  hopped  up  onto  the  workbench  and  set  busily  to  work.  Their  fingers  flew  so  fast,  stitching  and 
sewing,  hammering  and  tapping,  that  the  shoemaker  could  not  take  his  eyes  off 
them.  In  no  time  at  all  there  were  finished  shoes  on  the  bench.  Then  the  little  men  skipped  lightly 
out  of  the  room. 

“The  elves  have  made  us  rich,”  said  the  shoemaker’s  wife  next  morning,  “and  yet  the  poor  little 
things  haven’t  any  clothes  to  wear.  Wouldn’t  it  be  nice  if  we  could  do  something  for  them  to 
show  them  how  grateful  we  are?” 

“Oh,  yes!”  said  the  shoemaker.  “I’ll  make  them  some  tiny  shoes,  and  you  do  the  rest.” 

“Coat  and  hat  and  trousers,”  said  his  wife.  “Shirt  and  vest  and  stockings— all  about  the  size  of 
doll  clothes!” 

And  she  and  her  husband  went  happily  to  work.  Two  days  before  Christmas,  everything  was 
finished.  That  evening,  the  shoemaker  and  his  wife  left  no  leather  on  the  workbench.  Instead,  they 
spread  out  the  pretty  little  clothes,  and  hid  themselves  in  the  comer. 

At  midnight,  the  elves  came  skipping  in.  When  they  saw  the  presents  laid  out  for  them,  their  eyes 
almost  popped  out  of  their  heads.  Quickly  they  slipped  into  their  new  clothes  and  skipped  around 
the  room  singing, 

“Tonight  we  have  no  time  to  sew— 

We’ll  wear  these  clothes  and  off  we’ll  go!” 

And  with  that,  they  went  out  the  door,  still  singing.  The  shoemaker  and  his  wife  never  saw  them 
again;  but  their  good  luck  remained,  and  they  lived  happily  to  the  end  of  their  days. 


Credit  Statement: 
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The  Ugly  Duckling 


The  country  was  lovely  just  then— it  was  summer.  In  a sunny  spot  stood  an  old  mansion 
surrounded  by  a deep  lake.  Large  green  leaves  grew  from  the  walls  of  the  house  down  to  the 
water’s  edge. 

In  among  the  leaves  it  was  as  secluded  as  in  the  depth  of  a forest.  There  a duck  was  sitting  on  her 
nest.  She  was  tired  of  sitting,  for  it  had  been  such  a long  time.  But  at  last  her  ducklings  were  about 
to  be  hatched. 

One  egg  after  another  began  to  crack.  All  the  chicks  were  poking  their  heads  out.  “Cheep, 
cheep!”  they  said.  “How  big  the  world  is!” 

“I  suppose  you  are  all  here  now,”  said  their  mother,  looking  about.  “No,  that  big  egg  is  still 
uncracked .”  Sighing,  she  settled  herself  on  the  nest  again. 

At  last  the  big  egg  cracked  and  the  young  one  came  tumbling  out.  The  mother  duck  stared  at 
him.  “What  a strange,  big  duckling!”  she  said.  “None  of  the  others  look  like  that.  Can  he  be  a 
turkey  duck?  Well,  we’ll  soon  find  out.  Into  the  water  he  shall  go,  if  I have  to  push  him  in 
myself.” 

The  next  day  was  sunny  and  fine,  and  the  mother  duck  went  down  to  the  lake  with  her  family. 

Splash!  Into  the  water  she  sprang.  “Quack,  quack!”  she  said,  and  one  duckling  after  another 
plumped  into  the  water  after  her.  They  floated  beautifully.  Even  the  big  ugly  gray  one  swam  about 
with  them. 

Then  they  went  to  the  duck  yard.  The  other  ducks  stared  at  them  and  said,  “Look,  here’s  another 
tribe— as  if  there  weren’t  enough  of  us  already!  And  how  ugly  that  duckling  is!  We  won’t  stand 
for  him!”  And  one  duck  flew  at  him  and  bit  him  on  the  neck. 

“Leave  him  alone,”  said  the  mother  duck.  “He  isn’t  doing  any  harm.” 

But  the  poor  ugly  duckling  was  made  fun  of  by  all  the  other  ducks,  and  by  the  chickens,  too. 

“He’s  so  big  and  ugly,”  they  all  said.  And  the  ducks  bit  him,  and  the  hens  pecked  him.  Even  his 
brothers  and  sisters  were  unkind  to  him.  He  did  not  know  what  to  do  or  where  to  go.  He  ran 
through  the  hedge,  and  the  birds  in  the  bushes  flew  away. 

“They  are  afraid  of  me  because  I am  so  ugly,”  he  thought,  and  he  ran  on.  At  last  he  came  to  a 
broad  marsh,  where  the  wild  ducks  lived.  There  he  lay  the  whole  night,  too  weary  to  move. 

In  the  morning  the  wild  ducks  flew  up  to  have  a look  at  their  new  companion.  The  little  duckling 
bowed. 
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“You  are  really  very  ugly,”  they  said,  “but  we  don’t  care  as  long  as  you  do  not  wish  to  marry  into 
our  family.” 

Poor  duckling!  He  certainly  never  thought  of  marriage.  All  he  wanted  was  to  be  allowed  to  lie 
among  the  reeds  and  drink  the  water  from  the  marsh. 

“I  think  I will  go  out  into  the  wide  world,”  he  said.  And  he  bid  the  wild  ducks  goodby  and  went 
on  his  way.  Soon  he  found  some  water  to  swim  and  dive  in,  but  he  was  slighted  by  every  living 
creature  because  of  his  ugliness. 

Now  autumn  came.  The  leaves  in  the  wood  turned  yellow  and  brown.  One  evening,  when  the  sun 
was  just  setting,  a flock  of  beautiful  large  birds  appeared  out  of  the  bushes.  The  ugly 
duckling  had  never  seen  anything  so  beautiful.  They  were  dazzling  white,  with  long,  curving  necks. 
They  were  swans.  The  duckling  felt  drawn  to  them,  though  he  did  not  know  why.  Then,  uttering  a 
strange  cry,  the  swans  spread  their  broad,  white  wings  and  flew  away  to  warmer  lands  for  the 
winter. 

It  would  be  too  sad  to  tell  about  all  the  misery  the  ugly  duckling  had  to  bear  during  the  hard 
winter.  But  at  last  the  sun  began  to  shine  warmly  again.  It  found  the  duckling  in  the  marsh,  among 
the  rushes. 

Then  all  at  once  he  raised  his  wings  and  they  flapped  with  much  greater  strength  than  ever  before, 
and  they  bore  him  off.  Before  he  knew  it,  he  found  himself  in  a large  garden.  Just  in  front  of  him 
were  three  beautiful  swans.  The  duckling  recognized  them  and  he  was  filled  with  a strange  sadness. 

“I  will  fly  to  them  and  let  them  hack  me  to  pieces,”  he  thought,  “because  one  as  ugly  as  I dares  to 
come  near  them.  But  I don’t  care.  Better  to  die  than  go  on  suffering  so  much  misery.” 

So  he  flew  into  the  water  and  swam  toward  the  stately  swans. 

“Kill  me!”  he  cried,  and  he  bowed  his  head  toward  the  water  and  waited  for  death.  But  what  did  he 
see  reflected  in  the  clear  water? 

He  saw  below  him  his  own  image,  but  he  was  no  longer  a clumsy  dark  gray  bird,  ugly  and 
ungainly.  He  was  a swan! 

The  big  swans  swam  round  and  round  him  and  stroked  him  with  their  bills. 

Some  little  children  came  into  the  garden,  and  the  smallest  one  cried  out,  “There  is  a new  one!” 

The  other  children  shouted  with  joy,  “Yes,  a new  swan  has  come!”  And  one  and  all  said,  “The 
new  one  is  the  prettiest  of  them  all!” 
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The  new  swan  felt  quite  shy,  and  hid  his  head  under  his  wing.  He  was  very  happy,  but  not  at  all 
proud,  for  a good  heart  never  becomes  proud.  He  thought  of  how  he  had  been  pursued  and 
scorned.  And  now  he  heard  them  all  say  that  he  was  the  most  beautiful  of  all  beautiful  birds!  He 
rustled  his  feathers  and  said,  “I  never  dreamed  there  could  be  so  much  happiness  when  I was  the 
Ugly  Duckling!” 


Credit  Statement: 
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The  Princess  and  the  Pea 

by  Hans  Christian  Andersen 


Once  upon  a time  there  was  a Prince  and  he  wanted  a Princess;  but  she  would  have  to  be  a real 
Princess.  He  traveled  all  around  the  world  to  find  one,  but  always  there  was  something  wrong. 
There  were  Princesses  enough,  but  he  found  it  difficult  to  make  out  whether  they  were  real  ones. 
There  was  always  something  about  them  that  was  not  quite  right.  So  he  came  home  again  and 
was  very  sad,  for  he  would  have  liked  very  much  to  have  a real  Princess. 

One  evening  a terrible  storm  came  on;  it  thundered  and  lightened,  and  the  rain  poured  down  in 
torrents.  It  was  really  dreadful!  Suddenly  a knocking  was  heard  at  the  city  gate,  and  the  old  King 
himself  went  to  open  it. 

It  was  a Princess  standing  out  there  before  the  gate.  But  good  gracious!  What  a sight  she  was  after 
all  the  rain  and  the  dreadful  weather!  The  water  ran  down  from  her  hair  and  her  clothes;  it 
ran  down  into  the  toes  of  her  shoes  and  out  again  at  the  heels.  And  yet  she  said  that  she  was  a 
real  Princess. 

“Yes,  we’ll  soon  find  that  out,”  thought  the  old  Queen.  But  she  said  nothing,  went  into  the 
bedroom,  took  all  the  bedding  off  the  bedstead,  and  laid  a pea  at  the  bottom;  then  she  took  twenty 
mattresses  and  laid  them  on  the  pea,  and  then  twenty  eiderdown  beds  on  top  of  the  mattresses. 

On  this  the  Princess  was  to  lie  all  night.  In  the  morning  she  was  asked  how  she  had  slept. 

“Oh  terribly  badly!”  said  the  Princess.  “I  have  scarcely  shut  my  eyes  the  whole  night.  Heaven 
only  knows  what  was  in  the  bed,  but  I was  lying  on  something  hard,  so  that  I am  black  and  blue  all 
over  my  body.  It  is  really  terrible.” 

Now  they  knew  that  she  was  a real  Princess,  because  she  had  felt  the  pea  right  through  the  twenty 
mattresses  and  the  twenty  eiderdown  beds. 

Nobody  but  a real  Princess  could  be  as  sensitive  as  that. 

So  the  Prince  took  her  for  his  wife,  for  now  he  knew  that  he  had  a real  Princess;  and  the  pea  was 
put  in  the  Art  Museum,  where  it  may  still  be  seen,  if  no  one  has  stolen  it. 

There,  that  is  a real  story! 
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R umpelstiltskin 


There  was  once  a poor  miller  who  had  a beautiful  daughter.  One  day,  it  happened  that  he  came  to 
speak  to  the  king  and,  to  give  himself  importance,  he  said,  “I  have  a daughter  who  can  spin  straw 
into  gold.” 

The  king  did  not  believe  this,  of  course,  but  he  had  the  girl  brought  to  him.  He  led  her  to  a room 
full  of  straw,  gave  her  a wheel  and  spindle,  and  said,  “Get  to  work.  Spin  this  straw  into  gold  by 
morning,  or  you  shall  die.”  Then  he  locked  the  door  behind  him. 

The  poor  girl  sat  down  and  burst  into  tears.  She  had  no  way  to  spin  straw  into  gold— how  could 
she?  Suddenly,  the  door  opened  and  a little  man  came  in.  “Good  evening,  my  pretty  one,”  he  said. 
“Why  are  you  weeping?” 

The  girl  explained,  and  the  dwarf  said,  “What  will  you  give  me  if  I do  it  for  you?” 

“My  scarf,”  said  the  girl. 

He  took  the  scarf,  sat  down  before  the  wheel,  and  grind,  grind,  grind— three  times  did  he  grind— 
and  the  spindle  was  full.  Then  he  put  another  thread  in,  and  grind,  grind,  grind,  the  second  was 
full.  So  he  spun  on  until  morning,  when  all  the  straw  was  spun  and  all  the  spindles  were  full  of 
gold. 

The  king  arrived  at  sunrise.  He  was  astonished  and  delighted  at  the  sight  of  all  the  gold,  but  it 
only  made  him  greedy  for  more.  He  put  the  girl  into  a larger  room  full  of  straw,  and  ordered  her 
to  spin  it  all  in  one  night,  or  die. 

Once  more,  the  girl  sat  down  to  weep,  and  once  more  the  door  opened  and  the  dwarf  appeared. 

This  time  she  offered  him  her  ring  if  he  would  spin  the  straw  into  gold.  The  little  man  took  the  ring, 
began  to  turn  the  wheel,  and  by  morning  all  the  straw  had  turned  to  shining  gold. 

The  king  was  overjoyed,  but  he  was  still  not  satisfied.  He  put  the  girl  into  an  even  larger  room 
full  of  straw,  and  said,  “Spin  this  into  gold  tonight  and  tomorrow  you  shall  be  my  wife.” 

As  soon  as  the  girl  was  alone,  the  dwarf  appeared  for  the  third  time.  “What  will  you  give  me  if  I 
spin  all  this  straw  for  you?”  he  asked. 

“I  have  nothing  more  to  give  you,”  she  told  him. 

“Then  promise,  if  you  become  queen,  to  give  me  your  first  child.” 

“Who  knows  how  things  may  turn  out  between  then  and  now?”  thought  the  girl,  and  she 
promised  to  do  as  he  asked.  At  once,  the  little  man  sat  down  to  spin  the  straw  into  gold. 
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In  the  morning,  when  the  king  saw  that  his  orders  had  been  obeyed,  he  took  the  miller’s  daughter  to 
be  his  queen. 

After  a year  had  passed,  a beautiful  baby  boy  was  bom  to  the  king  and  queen.  The  little  man  was 
forgotten,  till  one  day  he  suddenly  walked  into  the  queen’s  chamber,  and  said,  “Give  me  what  you 
promised  me.” 

The  queen  was  frightened.  She  offered  the  dwarf  all  the  riches  of  the  kingdom  if  he  would  only 
let  her  keep  the  child. 

“No!”  he  answered.  “I  want  what  you  promised  me!” 

Then  the  queen  began  to  weep  so  bitterly  that  the  little  man  took  pity  on  her  and  said,  “I  will  give 
you  three  days.  If  in  that  time  you  can  find  out  my  name,  you  may  keep  the  child.” 

All  night  long  the  queen  tried  to  recall  every  name  she  had  ever  heard,  and  sent  a messenger  to  learn 
what  names  were  usually  given  to  people  in  that  country.  When,  next  day,  the  dwarf  came  again, 
she  began  with  Algernon,  Balthazar,  Caspar,  and  went  on  to  all  the  other  names  she  knew  or  had 
heard  of.  But  always  the  dwarf  said,  “That  is  not  my  name.” 

The  third  day,  the  messenger  came  back  and  said,  “I  have  not  been  able  to  find  a single  new  name, 
but  as  I came  over  the  mountains,  I saw  a little  hut  in  the  woods,  and  near  the  hut  burned  a little  fire, 
and  round  the  fire  danced  a funny  little  man,  who  hopped  upon  one  leg,  and  sang: 

“Today  I brew , tomorrow  I bake , 

Next  day  the  queen’s  child  I’ll  take; 

How  glad  I am  that  nobody  knows 
My  name  is  Rumpelstiltskin!” 

How  happy  the  queen  was  at  hearing  this!  And  when  the  dwarf  came  again  and  said,  “Queen,  have 
you  guessed  my  name?”  the  queen  said  mischievously,  “Is  it  Ichabod?” 

“No.” 

“Is  it  Carl?” 

“No.” 

“Well,  then,  can  your  name  be  Rumpelstiltskin?” 

At  this,  the  dwarf  flew  into  a terrible  rage.  He  jumped  up  and  down  and  screamed,  so  angry  was  he. 
Then  he  turned  and  rushed  from  the  room  and  was  never  seen  again. 


Credit  Statement: 
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The  Three  Little  Pigs 


Once  there  were  three  little  pigs  who  went  out  into  the  world  to  seek  their  fortunes.  Each  little 
pig  took  a different  road. 

Soon  the  first  little  pig  met  a man  with  a load  of  straw.  “Please,  may  I have  some  straw  to  build  a 
house?”  asked  the  little  pig.  And  the  man  gave  him  some  straw. 

The  first  little  pig  had  just  finished  his  house  when  a big,  bad  wolf  came  along.  “Little  pig,  little 
pig,  let  me  come  in,”  said  the  wolf. 

“No,  no,  not  by  the  hair  on  my  chinny-chin-chin,”  said  the  little  pig. 

“Then  I’ll  huff  and  I’ll  puff  and  I’ll  blow  your  house  in!”  cried  the  wolf.  So  he  huffed  and  he 
puffed  and  he  blew  the  house  in. 

The  second  little  pig  met  a man  with  a bundle  of  twigs.  “Please,  may  I have  some  twigs  to  build  a 
house?”  asked  the  little  pig.  And  the  man  gave  him  some  twigs. 

But  no  sooner  had  the  second  little  pig  finished  his  house  than  the  big,  bad  wolf  came  to  call. 
“Little  pig,  little  pig,  let  me  come  in,”  said  the  wolf. 

“No,  no,  not  by  the  hair  on  my  chinny-chin-chin,”  said  the  little  pig. 

“Then  I’ll  huff  and  I’ll  puff  and  I’ll  blow  your  house  in!”  cried  the  wolf.  So  he  huffed  and  he 
puffed,  and  he  puffed  and  he  huffed,  and  he  blew  the  house  in. 

Now  the  third  little  pig  met  a man  with  a wheelbarrow  full  of  bricks.  “Please,  may  I have  some 
bricks  to  build  a house?”  asked  the  little  pig.  And  the  man  gave  him  some  bricks. 

But  no  sooner  had  the  third  little  pig  finished  his  house  than  the  big,  bad  wolf  came  along.  “Little 
pig,  little  pig,  let  me  come  in!”  he  cried. 

“No,  no,  not  by  the  hair  on  my  chinny-chin-chin,”  said  the  little  pig. 

“Then  I’ll  huff  and  I’ll  puff  and  I’ll  blow  your  house  in!”  cried  the  wolf.  So  he  huffed  and  he 
puffed,  and  he  puffed  and  he  huffed,  and  he  huffed  and  he  puffed  again.  But  he  could  not  blow  the 
house  in. 

The  wolf  was  very  angry  and  thought  to  himself,  “I  must  catch  that  little  pig.”  So  he  said,  “There 
are  some  nice  fat  turnips  in  Farmer  Brown’s  field.  Will  you  go  with  me  to  get  some  at  six  o’clock 
tomorrow  morning,  little  pig?” 
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“Yes,  I will,”  said  the  little  pig.  But  he  got  up  at  five  o’clock  and  was  home  cooking  his  turnips 
when  the  wolf  came  to  call  for  him. 

The  big,  bad  wolf  was  very,  very  angry.  But  he  thought  of  another  way  to  catch  the  little  pig.  “I 
know  where  there  is  a fine  red-apple  tree.  Will  you  go  with  me  at  five  o’clock  tomorrow  morning 
to  pick  some  apples?” 

“Yes,  I will,”  said  the  little  pig.  But  the  little  pig  went  for  the  apples  at  four  o’clock.  He  had  not 
started  early  enough,  however,  and  he  was  still  up  in  the  tree  when  the  wolf  came  along. 

“Are  the  apples  sweet?”  asked  the  wolf. 

“Yes,”  said  the  little  pig.  “I  will  throw  you  one.”  So  he  threw  an  apple  as  far  as  he  could,  and 
while  the  wolf  went  to  get  it,  the  little  pig  climbed  down  the  tree  and  ran  home. 

Early  the  next  morning  the  wolf  hurried  to  the  little  pig’s  house.  He  HAD  to  catch  that  pig!  So 
he  climbed  up  on  the  roof  and  slid  down  the  chimney.  But  the  little  pig  had  seen  him  coming,  and 
took  the  lid  off  a large  kettle  of  water  which  was  on  the  fire.  There  was  a great  big  splash!  And  that 
was  the  end  of  the  big,  bad  wolf. 

Credit  Statement: 
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The  Three  Billy-Goats  Gruff 

by  P.C.  Asbjornsen 


Once  upon  a time  there  were  three  billy-goats,  who  wanted  to  go  up  to  the  hillside  to  make 
themselves  fat,  and  the  name  of  all  three  was  Gruff. 

On  the  way  up  was  a bridge  over  a mountain  stream  they  had  to  cross;  and  under  the  bridge  lived 
a great  ugly  Troll,  with  eyes  as  big  as  saucers,  and  a nose  as  long  as  a poker. 

The  first  to  cross  the  bridge  was  the  youngest  billy-goat  Gruff. 

“Trip,  trap ; trip,  trapl ” went  the  bridge. 

“Who's  that  tripping  over  my  bridge?”  roared  the  Troll. 

“Oh!  It  is  only  I,  the  tiniest  billy-goat  Gruff;  and  I’m  going  up  to  the  hillside  to  make  myself  fat,” 
said  the  billy-goat  with  such  a small  voice. 

“Well,  I’m  coming  to  gobble  you  up,”  said  the  Troll. 

“Oh,  no!  Please  don’t  gobble  me  up.  I’m  too  little,  that  I am ,”  said  the  billy-goat.  “Wait  a bit  till 
the  second  billy-goat  Gruff  comes.  He’s  much  bigger.” 

“Well!  Be  off  with  you,”  said  the  Troll. 

A little  while  later  the  second  billy-goat  Gruff  came  to  cross  the  bridge. 

“Trip,  trap!  Trip,  trap!  Trip  trapl ” went  the  bridge. 

“Who's  that  tripping  over  my  bridge?”  roared  the  Troll. 

“Oh!  It’s  I,  the  second  billy-goat  Gruff,  and  I’m  going  up  to  the  hillside  to  make  myself  fat,”  said 
the  billy-goat,  who  hadn’t  such  a small  voice. 

“Well,  I’m  coming  to  gobble  you  up,”  said  the  Troll. 

“Oh,  no!  Please  don’t  gobble  me  up.  Wait  a little  till  the  big  billy-goat  Gruff  comes.  He’s  much 
bigger.” 

“Very  well!  Be  off  with  you,”  said  the  Troll. 

But  just  then  up  came  the  big  billy-goat  Gruff. 
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“Trip,  trap ! Trip,  trap!  Trip,  trapl ” went  the  bridge,  for  the  billy-goat  was  so  heavy  that  the 
bridge  creaked  and  groaned  under  him. 

“Who's  that  tramping  over  my  bridge?”  roared  the  Troll. 

“It ’s  I!  The  big  billy-goat  Gruff,”  said  the  billy-goat,  who  had  an  ugly,  hoarse  voice  of  his  own. 

“Well,  I’m  coming  to  gobble  you  up,”  roared  the  Troll. 

“Well,  come  along!  I’ve  got  two  spears, 

And  I’ll  poke  your  nose  and  pierce  your  ears; 

I’ve  got  besides  two  curling-stones, 

And  Til  bruise  your  body  and  rattle  your  bones.” 

That  was  what  the  big  billy-goat  said;  and  then  he  flew  at  the  Troll  and  tossed  him  into  the  water. 
And  the  third  billy-goat  Gruff  went  up  to  the  hillside.  There  the  billy-goats  got  so  fat  they  were 
scarcely  able  to  walk  home  again;  and  if  the  fat  hasn’t  fallen  off  them,  why  they’re  still  fat,  and  so: 

Snip,  snap,  snout, 

This  tale ’s  told  out. 


Credit  Statement: 

P.C.  Asbjomsen.  “The  Three  Bill-Goats  Gruff.”  Public  Domain. 
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The  Little  Red  Hen 


Once  upon  a time,  a pig,  a duck,  a cat,  and  a little  red  hen  all  lived  together  in  a cozy  little  house 
on  a pretty  green  hill. 

All  day  long,  the  pig  wallowed  happily  in  his  juicy  mud  puddle,  the  duck  swam  happily  on  her  little 
pond,  and  the  cat  slept  happily  in  the  sun.  This  left  all  the  work  of  the  house  for  the  little  red  hen  to 
do. 

One  day  as  the  little  red  hen  was  scratching  about  in  the  yard,  looking  for  a nice  beetle  for  her 
dinner,  she  came  upon  a grain  of  wheat.  It  gave  her  an  idea. 

“Who  will  plant  this  grain  of  wheat?”  she  called. 

“Not  I,”  grunted  the  pig  from  the  middle  of  his  puddle. 

“Not  I,”  quacked  the  duck  from  her  pond. 

“Not  I,”  purred  the  cat  from  her  place  in  the  sun. 

“Then  I will,”  said  the  little  red  hen. 

And  she  did. 

The  grain  of  wheat  sprouted,  and  it  grew  and  grew  until  it  was  tall  and  golden  and  ready 
to  be  cut. 

“Who  will  cut  the  wheat?”  called  the  little  red  hen. 

“Not  I,”  grunted  the  pig  from  the  middle  of  his  puddle. 

“Not  I,”  quacked  the  duck  from  her  pond. 

“Not  I,”  purred  the  cat  from  her  place  in  the  sun. 

“Then  I will,”  said  the  little  red  hen. 

And  she  did. 

When  the  wheat  was  cut  and  ready  to  be  ground  into  flour,  the  little  red  hen  called,  “Who  will 
take  the  wheat  to  the  mill?” 

“Not  I,”  grunted  the  pig  from  the  middle  of  his  puddle. 
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“Not  I,”  quacked  the  duck  from  her  pond. 

“Not  I,”  purred  the  cat  from  her  place  in  the  sun. 

“Then  I will,”  said  the  little  red  hen. 

And  she  did. 

Soon  a little  sack  of  fine  flour  came  back  from  the  mill. 

“Who  will  make  the  flour  into  bread?”  called  the  little  red  hen. 

“Not  I,”  grunted  the  pig  from  the  middle  of  his  puddle. 

“Not  I,”  quacked  the  duck  from  her  pond. 

“Not  I ” purred  the  cat  from  her  place  in  the  sun. 

“Then  I will,”  said  the  little  red  hen. 

And  she  did. 

When  the  bread  was  baked,  the  little  red  hen  took  it  from  the  oven.  It  was  the  most  beautiful  crusty 
brown  loaf  she  had  ever  seen. 

“Who  will  eat  the  bread?”  she  called. 

“I  will!”  grunted  the  pig,  and  he  scrambled  out  of  his  puddle. 

“I  will!”  quacked  the  duck,  and  she  paddled  in  from  her  pond. 

“I  will!”  purred  the  cat,  and  she  jumped  up  from  her  place  in  the  sun. 

“Oh,  no,  you  won’t,”  said  the  little  red  hen.  “I  found  the  grain  of  wheat,  I planted  it.  I reaped  the 
ripe  grain.  I took  it  to  the  mill.  I baked  the  bread.  I shall  eat  it  myself.” 

And  she  did. 

Credit  Statement: 

“The  Little  Red  Hen.”  Public  Domain. 
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Jack  and  the  Beanstalk 


A long  time  ago,  a boy  named  Jack  lived  with  his  mother  in  a poor  little  house.  One  day  his  mother 
said,  “Jack,  we  have  no  money  left  for  food.  Take  the  cow  to  the  market  in  the  village 
and  sell  her.” 

On  the  way,  Jack  met  a strange  old  man.  The  man  showed  him  five  beans  which  he  said  were 
magic  beans.  “If  you  plant  them,”  he  told  Jack,  “they  will  grow  right  up  to  the  sky.”  So  Jack 
sold  his  mother’s  cow  to  the  man  for  the  beans. 

When  Jack  got  home,  his  mother  said,  “What!  You  sold  our  last  cow  for  five  beans?”  She  was 
so  angry  that  she  threw  the  beans  out  of  the  window  and  sent  Jack  to  bed  without  any  supper. 

In  the  morning,  Jack  looked  out  of  the  window.  The  magic  beans  had  sprouted!  He  saw  a great 
beanstalk  that  reached  all  the  way  up  to  the  sky.  Jack  decided  to  climb  up  the  beanstalk  to  see 
what  there  was  to  see. 

He  climbed  and  climbed  and  climbed.  When  he  got  to  the  top,  Jack  started  walking.  The  first  thing 
he  saw  was  a big  house.  A woman  was  standing  in  the  doorway. 

“Good  morning,”  said  Jack.  “I  am  very  hungry.  Could  you  please  give  me  some  breakfast?” 

Now  this  woman  was  really  the  wife  of  a giant.  She  said  to  Jack,  “Is  it  breakfast  you  want?  ’Tis 
breakfast  you  will  BE!  Run  away,  before  the  giant  comes  home  and  eats  you  up!” 

But  Jack  would  not  run  away.  Then  the  woman  felt  sorry  for  him  and  gave  him  a bowl  of  porridge. 
While  he  was  eating  it,  they  heard  the  giant  coming  home.  His  heavy  footsteps  made  the  whole 
house  shake.  Thump!  THUMP!  THUMP! 

“Get  into  the  oven,  quick!”  said  the  giant’s  wife.  Jack  jumped  up  and  crawled  into  the  oven. 

When  the  giant  came  into  the  house  he  roared,  “Fee-fi-fo-fum!  I smell  a boy!”  But  his  wife  said, 
“There  is  nobody  in  the  house.  Eat  your  breakfast  and  take  a nap.” 

After  breakfast,  the  giant  said  to  his  wife,  “Bring  me  my  hen  that  lays  golden  eggs.”  The  wife 
brought  a big  black  hen  with  a shiny  red  comb.  “Lay!”  said  the  giant  to  the  hen.  And  the  hen  laid 
a big  golden  egg.  “Lay!”  he  said  to  the  hen  again.  Once  more  the  hen  laid  a golden  egg. 

Then  the  giant  took  his  nap.  As  soon  as  Jack  heard  him  snoring,  he  popped  out  of  the  oven.  He 
seized  the  hen  and  ran  home  as  fast  as  he  could.  When  he  got  home.  Jack  gave  the  hen  to  his 
mother.  After  that  they  never  lacked  for  food.  Whenever  they  needed  money  for  food,  Jack’s 
mother  would  tell  the  hen  to  lay  a golden  egg. 
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But  after  a while  Jack  began  to  wonder  if  he  could  find  something  else  up  in  the  sky.  So  one  day 
he  went  back  up  the  beanstalk.  Up  and  up  and  up  he  went.  When  he  got  to  the  top,  he  started 
walking. 

Jack  came  to  the  same  house  again  and  saw  the  same  woman  in  the  doorway.  This  time  he  did 
not  ask  for  breakfast.  He  quietly  slipped  into  the  house  and  hid  himself  in  a big  copper  pot.  Soon 
he  hear  the  giant  coming  home.  Thump!  THUMP!  THUMP! 

“Fe-fi-fo-fum!”  roared  the  giant  to  his  wife.  “I  smell  a boy!”  They  both  went  to  the  oven  and 
looked  in,  but  Jack  was  not  there.  The  wife  said,  “There  is  nobody  here.”  So  the  giant  sat  down 
and  ate  his  breakfast. 

Then  the  giant  said  to  his  wife,  “Bring  me  my  magic  harp.”  The  wife  brought  him  his  harp. 
“Sing!”  said  the  giant  to  the  harp.  And  the  harp  began  to  play  beautiful  songs.  The  music  soon 
put  the  giant  to  sleep. 

As  soon  as  he  was  asleep,  Jack  jumped  out  of  the  copper  pot.  He  seized  the  harp  and  started  to  run 
home.  But  almost  as  soon  as  Jack  touched  the  harp,  it  cried  out,  “Master!  Master!”  This  woke 
the  giant  who  began  to  run  after  Jack. 

Jack  ran  and  ran  and  ran.  At  last  he  reached  the  beanstalk.  Down  he  went  as  fast  as  he  could,  but 
the  giant  was  right  behind  him.  Halfway  down.  Jack  saw  his  mother  in  the  back  yard,  cutting  wood. 
He  cried  out,  “Mother!  Mother!  Bring  the  axe.” 

His  mother  ran  over  with  the  axe.  When  Jack  got  to  the  bottom,  he  took  the  axe  and  chopped  down 
the  beanstalk.  Bang!  CRASH!  Down  came  the  beanstalk,  giant  and  all.  And  even  to  this  day  there 
is  a deep  hole  where  he  sank  out  of  sight. 

After  that  Jack  and  his  mother  lived  very  happily.  They  had  the  hen  that  laid  golden  eggs  and  the 
harp  that  played  beautiful  songs. 


Credit  Statement: 

“Jack  and  the  Beanstalk.”  Public  Domain. 
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The  Hare  and  the  Tortoise 


The  Hare  made  fun  of  the  tortoise  every  day. 

“What  a slowpoke  you  are!”  he  laughed. 

“Your  legs  are  so  short  they  never  get  you  anywhere.  Just  look  at  my  long  legs!” 

“All  the  same,  if  we  were  to  run  a race,  I would  beat  you,”  replied  the  tortoise. 

“That’s  a good  joke!”  scoffed  the  hare.  And  he  ran  all  around  the  forest  telling  everyone  how  the 
tortoise  was  going  to  beat  him  in  a race. 

The  fox  offered  to  be  the  judge,  and  he  marked  off  the  distance  and  told  them  when  to  start. 

“On  your  mark— get  set— go!”  he  cried. 

The  two  started  off  together,  but  the  hare  was  soon  far  out  of  sight.  The  tortoise  did  not  mind. 

He  went  slowly  and  steadily  on  his  way. 

But  the  hare  very  soon  grew  tired.  “ I have  plenty  of  time,”  he  told  himself.  So  he  stopped  to  eat 
clover  and  drink  in  the  brook.  Then  he  sat  down  under  a shady  tree  and  fell  asleep. 

Meanwhile,  the  tortoise  plodded  slowly  along  the  road.  He  was  hungry,  but  he  did  not  stop  to 
eat.  He  was  thirsty,  but  he  did  not  stop  to  drink.  He  saw  his  friends  along  the  way,  but  he  did  not 
stop  to  chat.  At  last  he  passed  the  sleeping  hare  and  saw  the  goal  ahead.  His  legs  were  very  tired 
now,  but  he  hurried  on  as  fast  as  he  could. 

Just  as  the  tortoise  reached  the  goal,  the  hare  woke  up.  He  jumped  up  and  ran  down  the  road, 
pell-mell,  hippety-hop,  but  he  was  too  late.  The  tortoise  had  reached  the  goal  before  him. 

The  hare  hung  his  head  in  shame. 

“Slow  and  steady  wins  the  race,”  said  the  fox. 


Credit  Statement: 

Aesop.  “The  Hare  and  the  Tortoise.”  Public  Domain. 


CLASSROOM 

ASSESSMENT 

MATERIALS 


English  10 


17 


Student  Synopses  Booklet 
Collaboration  and  Oral  Assessment 


. 

. 

. 


English  10 


Reading  Assessment 

• Readings  Booklet 


C L A S S R OOM 
ASSE 5SME  NT 


MATERIALS 


English  10 


Name 


Reading  Assessment 

Readings  Booklet 


About  this  Final  Exam 

There  are  two  kinds  of  questions  in  this  final  exam: 

• 50  selected-response  questions  based  on  the  four  reading  selections 

• 4 written-response  questions,  one  based  on  each  of  the  reading  selections 

Note:  The  selected-response  questions  for  each  reading  selection  will  help  you  to  complete  the 
corresponding  written-response  questions. 

Time 

Two  hours.  If  you  need  more  time  to  complete  this  exam,  ask  your  teacher. 

Materials 

Be  sure  that  you  have 

• a Readings  Booklet 

• a Response  Booklet 

• HB  pencils,  and  an  eraser 

• pens 

• an  answer  sheet 

Instructions 

• For  selected-response  questions,  choose  the  best  or  correct  answer.  On  the  answer  sheet,  fill  in 
the  letter  that  corresponds  to  your  choice.  Use  an  HB  pencil. 

• Complete  each  of  the  four  written-response  questions  in  your  Response  Booklet.  Use  a pen. 

Evaluation 

Your  exam  will  be  scored  as  follows: 

• Selected-response  questions:  one  mark  each— 50  marks 

• Written-response  questions:  five  marks  each  for  thought  and  detail— 20  marks 

five  marks  for  overall  writing  skills— 5 marks 

• Total— 75  marks 

Your  teacher  will  share  the  detailed  scoring  criteria  with  you  before  you  begin  this  exam. 

Reference  Materials 

You  may  not  use  any  reference  materials  such  as  dictionaries,  thesauruses,  handbooks,  etc. 
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Reading  Selection  One 


from  Grandmother 


by  Frances  Itani 


While  attending  her  grandfather’ s funeral,  the  narrator  recollects  her  childhood  time 
spent  at  her  grandparents’  farm  during  the  1930s  and  1940s . 

There  were  two  things  that  frightened  me  very  much  at  the  farm:  one  was 
Barney  and  the  other,  the  geese. 

Barney  was  the  name  of  the  watchdog  that  had  always  been  kept  to 
protect  my  grandmother  and  to  warn  her,  during  my  grandfather’s  absences, 

5 when  strangers  were  approaching  from  the  lane.  Barney  was,  in  fact,  not  one 
but  a succession  of  many  dogs— each  as  it  died  in  old  age  being  replaced  by  a 
new  young  pup  trained  only  by  my  grandfather.  No  one  was  allowed  to  feed  or 
touch  Barney  except  my  grandparents.  The  dogs  were  vicious  to  anyone  else 
but  they  loved  Grandmother,  curling  gently  around  her  feet  as  she  stood  in  her 
10  kitchen. 

During  the  time  that  our  family  was  visiting,  Barney  was  usually  tied  to  a 
tree  near  the  back  garden  and  one  early  morning,  while  returning  from  the 
outdoor  toilet  and  knowing  myself  to  be  alone,  I passed  Barney,  speaking  to  him 
as  I had  heard  my  grandfather  speak,  and  reaching  out  my  hand.  He,  of  course, 

15  bit  me,  my  hand  being  between  his  teeth  before  I had  time  to  utter  the  words  I 
had  begun. 

I ran  crying  into  the  house  but  received  no  sympathy  from  my 
grandfather.  He  pulled  me  outside  while  my  grandmother  stood  at  the  window, 
and  he  made  me  watch  while  he  beat  the  dog;  I have  never  forgotten  that  it  was 
20  my  fault  that  my  grandmother’s  dog  was  so  abused.  I had  then  to  make  friends 
with  Barney,  my  grandfather  between  the  two  of  us,  the  dog  and  I staring, 
terrified,  at  each  other.  Barney  had  to  raise  his  paw  to  my  hand  and  I to  pet  him, 
and  after  that  day  and  for  many  summers  my  grandmother  and  I were  the  only 
two  who  could  go  to  Barney. 

25  As  for  the  geese,  I was  never  able  to  conquer  my  fear.  Every  morning 

my  grandmother  had  scraps  for  them— peelings  and  crusts— and  one  day  she 
asked  me  to  take  these  in  an  aluminum  pan  and  scatter  them  to  the  geese  in  the 
yard.  But  those  tall  hissing  fowl,  knowing  that  food  was  coming,  always 
lingered  near  the  screen  door  of  the  back  kitchen  and  ran  toward  it  when  they 
30  saw  me.  I jumped  back  inside  and  they  cried  and  flapped,  making  a racket  that 
terrified  me  and  that  my  grandmother,  one  room  behind,  could  not  hear.  I then 
opened  the  screen  door  an  inch  and  pushed  peelings  out  one  by  one  which,  of 
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course,  so  maddened  the  animals  that  they  became  half-crazed.  Then  I 
35  discovered  several  small  holes  in  the  screen  that  needed  repair  and  I began  to 
push  the  scraps  out  through  the  holes  while  the  geese  reached  up  with  their  long 
necks  and  beaks  and  tore  at  the  screen  and  the  food.  By  chance,  my 
grandmother  happened  to  come  to  the  end  of  the  kitchen  and  saw,  at  a glance, 
what  was  happening.  It  is  the  only  time  I remember  her  being  unhappy  with  me; 

40  she  seized  the  pan  from  my  hands  and  stalked  out  through  the  mob  of  geese, 
which  calmed  and  followed  her  under  the  trees  where  she  fed  them. 

There  were  times  at  the  end  of  summer  when  my  grandmother  would  come  back 
with  us  on  the  train  to  my  parents’  home,  and  for  these  trips  she  would  dress 
almost  formally.  Rather  than  the  colourful  dresses  we  were  used  to  seeing,  she 
45  would  choose  blacks  or  browns,  and  a travelling  hat  tilted  to  one  side  over  her 
pinned-up  hair.  She  wore  stoles1  that  contained  hard  blunt  noses  and  furry 
claws  and  she  imparted  to  me  the  wisdom  that  when  I grew  up  and  had  furs  of 
my  own,  I should  wrap  them  in  brown  paper  during  the  summer  months,  to  keep 
out  the  moths. 

50  She  was  very  quiet  during  the  train  trips  and  we  somehow  knew  that  she 

could  not  relax  because  she  was  afraid  she  would  unknowingly  speak  out  too 
loudly  before  strangers.  My  mother  would  use  careful  lip  movements,  the  two 
women  facing  each  other  across  the  seats,  holding  long  and  practised  silent 
conversations.  Sometimes  strangers  on  the  train  would  notice  and  would  guess 
55  that  my  grandmother  was  deaf  and  would  comment  to  mother  or  smile  in  a 

friendly  way.  But  when  people  asked  outright,  “Is  she  deaf  and  dumb?”  I would 
experience  the  quick  anger  that  comes  from  knowing  that  someone  you  love  and 
wish  to  protect  has  been  violated,  not  realizing  that  was  how  the  condition  was 
then  described. 

60  “No,”  my  mother  would  reply,  evenly.  “My  mother  is  deaf  and  mute. 

Not  dumb.” 

Once  in  our  own  town,  I took  my  grandmother  shopping.  As  we  stood 
together  at  a counter  I was  suddenly  shocked  into  pride  as  another  shopper  and 
my  grandmother,  with  no  warning  to  me,  fell  into  what  I can  only  describe  as  a 
65  flurry  and  fit  of  moving  hands,  fingers  and  fists  as  they  recognized  a like  state 
in  each  other.  The  salesclerk  and  I stood  by  in  awe  as  these  two  women  held  a 
mute  conversation  of  hands;  I remember  the  look  of  extreme  pleasure  on  my 
grandmother’s  face.  She  had  spent  all  of  her  childhood  in  the  only  school  for 
the  deaf  that  had  existed  in  Canada  at  the  turn  of  the  century  and  there  she  had 
used  sign  language2  for  many  years. 

1 stoles— women’s  long  wraps  made  of  furs  or  fabric  worn  about  the  shoulders.  During  the  1930s  and 
1940s,  it  was  fashionable  to  wear  a small  animal  pelt  as  a stole. 

2sign  language— manual  communication  is  an  alphabet  of  hand  signals  used  for  communication  by  deaf 
mutes. 
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Now,  of  course,  there  are  machines  that  attach  to  telephones,  printing  out 
70  computer-like  visual  messages  for  the  deaf.  My  grandmother  will  have  none  of 
these;  for  her,  these  symbols  of  technology  have  come  too  late.  She  has  been 
encased  in  her  own  silence  for  more  than  eighty  years.  And  she  has  long  known 
what  the  rest  of  us  take  the  better  part  of  our  lives  to  leam.  That  there  is  an 
element  of  self  that  can  never  be  reached  or  touched  by  any  other.  That  lone 
75  state,  which  is  the  element  of  survival  and  of  suffering,  of  joy  and  compassion 
and  pain. 

We  drive  slowly  to  the  cemetery,  a long  procession,  while  cars  and  trucks  from 
the  direction  facing  us  pull  over  to  the  side  of  the  country  road.  Farmers  such 
as  my  grandfather  has  been,  remove  fedoras3  or  straw  hats,  placing  them  on  the 
80  seats  beside  them  as  we  pass. 

My  grandmother  stands  at  the  graveside.  My  mother  stands  to  her  right, 
holding  her  arm.  It  is  as  if  a useless  event  has  just  taken  place;  my  grandmother 
looks  as  if  she  would  like  to  fling  herself  to  the  earth  beside  her  husband.  And 
then,  I sense  her  slumping;  her  head  falls  forward  on  her  chest;  my  mother  on 
85  one  side  calls  to  her  brothers  for  help  and  there  is  a quick  rush  to  her  side. 

But  Grandmother  extends  her  free  arm,  holding  them  back.  She  takes  a 
deep  breath,  looks  around  her  and  her  shoulders  shift  with  that  fine  sense  of 
determination  we  have  somehow  always  known.  Her  head  is  thrown  back,  the 
reddish  streaks  in  her  hair  caressing  the  grey.  And  then,  she  beckons:  first  to 
90  her  children,  who  file  past  one  by  one.  The  sons  and  daughters,  the  wives  and 
husbands  of  these,  their  children  and  their  children’s  children.  All  of  us  pausing 
before  her,  alone,  for  a brief  and  private  communication  with  Grandmother, 
spending  our  confusion,  our  sadness,  our  love,  or  whatever  it  is  that  we  have 
brought  to  her  to  spend. 


^fedoras— men’s  soft  felt  hats 


Credit  Statement: 

Excerpts  from  “Grandmother”  (from  Truth  or  Lies)  by  Frances  Itani  are 
reprinted/available  on  CD  ROM  by  permission  of  Oberon  Press. 


Now  answer  questions  1 to  15  about  “Grandmother  ” on  pages  1 to  4 in 
your  Response  Booklet.  Then  complete  the  written-response  question  on 
page  5. 
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Reading  Selection  Two 

£J_  Father 

by  Dale  Zieroth 


Twice  he  took  me  in  his  hands  and  shook 
me  like  a sheaf  of  wheat,  the  way  a dog  shakes 
a snake,  as  if  he  meant  to  knock  out  my  tongue 
and  grind  it  under  his  heel  right  there 
5 on  the  kitchen  floor.  I never  remembered 
what  he  said  or  the  warnings  he  gave;  she 
always  told  me  afterwards,  when  he 
had  left  and  I had  stopped  my  crying.  I 
was  eleven  that  year  and  for  seven  more  years 
10  I watched  his  friends  laughing  and  him 
with  his  great  hands  rising  and  falling 
with  every  laugh,  smashing  down  on  his  knees 
and  making  the  noise  of  a tree  when  it  cracks 
in  winter.  Together  they  drank  chokecherry 
15  wine  and  talked  of  the  dead  friends  and  the 
old  times  when  they  were  young,  and  because 
I never  thought  of  getting  old,  their 
youth  was  the  first  I knew  of  dying. 

Sunday  before  church  he  would  trim 
20  his  fingernails  with  the  hunting  knife 

his  East  German  cousins  had  sent,  the  same 
knife  he  used  for  castrating  pigs  and 
skinning  deer:  things  that  had  nothing 
to  do  with  Sunday.  Communion  once 
25  a month,  a shave  every  third  day,  a 

good  chew  of  snuff,  these  were  the  things 
that  helped  a man  to  stand  in  the  sun  for 
eight  hours  a day,  to  sweat  through  each 
cold  hail  storm  without  a word,  to  freeze 
30  fingers  and  feet  to  cut  wood  in  winter,  to  do 
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the  work  that  bent  his  back  a little  more 
each  day  down  toward  the  ground. 

Last  Christmas,  for  the  first  time,  he 
gave  presents,  unwrapped  and  bought 
35  with  pension  money.  He  drinks  mostly  coffee 
now,  sleeping  late  and  shaving  every  day. 

Even  the  hands  have  changed:  white,  soft, 
unused  hands.  Still  he  seems  content 
to  be  this  old,  to  be  sleeping  in  the  middle 
40  of  the  afternoon  with  his  mouth  open  as  if  there 
is  no  further  need  for  secrets,  as  if  he  is 
no  longer  afraid  to  call  his  children  fools 
for  finding  different  answers,  different  lives. 


Credit  Statement: 

“Father”  by  Dale  Zieroth,  from  Clearing:  Poems  from  a Journey 
(House  of  Anansi  Press,  1973).  Reprinted  by  permission  of 
Stoddart  Publishing  Co.  Limited,  Don  Mills,  ON. 


Now  answer  questions  16  to  25  about  “Father  ” on  pages  6 to  8 in 
your  Response  Booklet.  Then  complete  the  written-response 
question  on  page  9. 
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Reading  Selection  Three 

A Purple  World 

by  Richard  Wagamese 


Waterton  Lakes— When  the  sun  sets  behind  these  mountains  you  can 
almost  see  them  begin  to  breathe.  It’s  a trick  of  the  light,  really,  something 
created  by  the  encroaching  purple  darkness,  distance  and  an  indefinable  desire 
for  magic. 

5 The  Old  Ones  believed  that  this  was  a strong  spirit  time.  The 

grandfathers  and  grandmothers  whose  spirits  reside  within  these  trees,  rocks, 
rivers  and  mountains  would  come  alive  again  and  around  those  ancient  tribal 
fires  their  songs  would  be  sung  and  the  drums  would  echo  the  heartbeat  of  the 
universe  to  welcome  them. 

10  My  mishomis,  Ojibway  for  grandfather,  described  this  time  and  the 

mountains  breathing  as  the  universe  giving  a collective  shrug.  It  was  his  way  of 
saying  that  the  earth  is  alive. 

The  earth  is  alive.  It  was  ironic  to  be  perched  on  a rock  at  the  edge  of  a 
small,  rushing  river  in  the  back  country  of  southern  Alberta’s  most  beautiful 
15  park,  while  Environment  Week  [June  3-9, 1991]  rolled  into  gear  across  the 
country.  Here,  amid  the  rough  and  tangle  of  pristine  creation,  the  thought  of  a 
special  week  designed  to  focus  attention  on  the  earth  as  a living,  breathing  entity 
was  an  elegant  redundancy. 

In  the  Indian  way  of  seeing,  the  land,  and  all  things  that  move  upon  it,  is 
20  alive  and  therefore  sacred.  Humankind’s  relationship  to  the  earth  and  its  life- 
forms  has  always  been  that  of  an  equal.  The  honor  of  one  is  the  honor  of  all.  If 
you  cared  enough  to  consider  the  guardianship  of  yourself  and  your  family,  it 
followed  that  you  care  enough  to  consider  the  guardianship  of  the  earth. 

Here,  in  the  gathering  darkness,  in  the  middle  of  what  the  whiteman  so 
25  loosely  terms  wilderness , it  was  good  to  consider  these  things. 

There  was  never  a term  for  wilderness  in  native  tongues.  Wilderness  is  a 
European  term  that  simply  means  something  that  can’t  be  controlled.  For  the 
Indians  there  was  never  any  need  or  desire  to  control,  to  fear  or  to  abuse 
something  which  you  were  a part  of.  There  was  only  a need,  and  a 
30  responsibility,  to  preserve  it.  So  the  destruction  of  forests,  the  damming  of 

rivers,  the  depletion  of  resources  and  the  extinction  of  animals  has  always  been 
mystifying  to  the  aboriginal  peoples. 

It  all  comes  down  to  the  idea  of  one  heartbeat.  A spiritual  connectedness 
to  those  things  that  surround  us  and  a realization  that  the  reverse  of  the  honor  of 
35  one  philosophy,  logically,  is  the  dishonor  of  all.  This  is  spiritual,  this  is  truth, 
this  is  Indian. 

Continued 


CLASSROOM 

ASSESSMENT 


English  10 


6 


Student  Readings  Booklet 
Reading  Assessment 


But  the  establishment  of  a spiritual  connection  to  the  earth  isn’t  enough. 
It’s  a good  foundation  for  an  individual  or  a society,  but  the  aboriginal  peoples 
believed  that  a feeling  could  only  become  a belief  and  a principle  if  it  were  acted 
40  upon.  So  it  was  necessary  for  every  tribal  member  to  practise  the  idea  of 
guardianship  for  all  things. 

Young  people  were  taught  the  principles  of  respect  and  waste 
management  virtually  from  the  moment  they  could  understand.  Life  was  sacred 
and  since  all  things  were  seen  to  be  alive,  respect  meant  taking  and  using  only 
45  that  which  was  necessary.  If  a life-form  needed  to  be  used,  nothing  was  wasted. 
There  were  no  land  fills  in  pre-settlement  North  America. 

It  was  good  for  me,  an  urban-based  aboriginal  person,  to  remember  these 
things.  Life  in  the  city  and  existence  in  a cosmopolitan  society  has  a sly  way  of 
taking  you  away  from  the  philosophies  and  traditions  of  centuries.  It’s  not  long 
50  before  the  frantic  sweep  of  modem  living  erases  the  recollections  of  the  wisdom 
of  the  Old  Ones. 

So  for  me,  sitting  there  watching  the  world  become  a purple  place  was  a 
vital  reconnection  to  the  environmental  foundations  of  my  people’s  view  of  the 
world. 

55  Walking  along  the  parched  bed  of  a mountain  stream  made  it  easy  to 

imagine  this  place  as  it  must  have  been  two  or  three  hundred  years  ago— 
untrammelled  and  free.  These  same  rocks  that  have  sat  untouched  for 
generations  have  their  stories  and  it’s  becoming  open  enough  to  realize  this  and 
to  listen  for  them  that  instigates  the  reconnection. 

60  One  week  devoted  to  refocusing  on  environmental  concerns  isn’t  enough 

for  anyone.  Seven  days  to  be  reminded  of  the  fact  that  the  earth  is  a living, 
breathing  entity  won’t  halt  the  continued  rape  and  plunder  of  finite  resources; 
nor  will  it  guarantee  a collective  mindset  geared  towards  environmental 
protectionism.  But  it’s  a start. 

65  What  it  takes  is  a walk  upon  the  land.  Learning  to  see  these  things  that 

exist  here  with  something  other  than  your  eyes.  Leaving  the  material  trappings 
behind  awhile  and  allowing  yourself  to  become  a part  of  the  sweep  and  grandeur 
of  the  planet;  allowing  your  heartbeat  to  echo  the  universal  heartbeat. 

When  you  do  that  you  learn  to  see  the  mountains,  begin  to  breathe  in  the 
70  falling  darkness.  You  learn  to  accept  the  responsibility  that  comes  with  being  a 
part  of  creation  and  you  begin  to  understand,  as  the  Old  Ones  understand,  that 
the  honor  of  one  thing  is  the  honor  of  all. 

Credit  Statement: 

Richard  Wagamese.  “A  Purple  World”  from  The  Calgary  Herald.  Reprinted  by 
permission  of  The  Calgary  Herald. 

Now  answer  questions  26  to  37  about  “A  Purple  World  ” on 
pages  10  to  12  in  your  Response  Booklet.  Then  complete  the 
written-response  question  on  page  13. 
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Reading  Selection  Four 

D The  Joys  of  Family  Vacations 

by  Natalie  Cooper , a Student  Writer 

Paragraph  l When  most  people  look  back  on  their  childhood  years,  somewhere 

tucked  away  in  the  dusty  files  of  their  brains,  they  find  the  memory  of  a 
family  vacation.  On  the  outside,  this  cherished  moment  in  time  seems  to 
be  one  of  the  greatest  adventures  of  childhood,  but  when  people  take  a 
second  look  at  the  event,  they  see  a completely  different  picture. 

Paragraph  2 Let  us  first  take  a jaunt  down  memory  lane,  to  relive  the  day  when 

the  initial  family  vacation  announcement  occurs.  The  parents  have  their 
children  seat  themselves  in  the  living  room  and  then  proclaim,  “We  have 
some  exciting  news  for  you!” 

Paragraph  3 The  children’s  eyes  light  up  as  they  excitedly  ask,  “What,  what 

is  it?” 

Paragraph  4 Finally,  the  suspense  is  broken,  and  the  parents’  reply  with  big, 

happy  smiles  on  their  faces,  “We’re  driving  out  to  Vancouver  to  spend 
our  summer  vacation!”  The  kids  naturally  all  jump  for  joy  and  squeal 
with  excitement. 
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Paragraph  5 Does  it  seem  like  forever  until  the  day  of  departure?  Each  day,  the  children 

get  out  their  calendars  and  place  a big  “X”  on  the  date  that  has 

just  gone  by.  The  countdown  begins,  and  the  tension  level  of  the 

household  creeps  up  and  up.  The  parents  bicker  over  whether  the 

playpen  will  fit  into  the  trunk  of  the  car  and  discuss  whether  the 

youngest  son  still  needs  to  bring  along  his  portable  potty.  Sooner  or 

later  frustration  sets  in  and  one  adult  shouts,  “I’m  not  going.  You  can 

take  the  kids  and  go  by  yourself!”  In  the  end,  the  adults  cool  down, 
the  the 

your  car  is  packed,  your  pets  are  bid  farewell,  the  over-burdened 
the 

vehicle  is  started,  and  your  family  vacation  begins. 

Paragraph  6 In  the  first  fifteen  minutes  of  the  travelling  holiday,  one  child  asks, 

“Are  we  there  yet?”  while  a second  individual  announces,  “I  have  to  go  to 
the  bathroom.”  At  first  the  parents  reply  with  voices  that  are  kind  and 
understanding,  but  patience  runs  out  after  about  two  to  three  hours,  and 
soon  the  replies  become,  “Sit  back  in  your  seats  and  be  quiet!  Leave  your 
sister  alone!”  When  things  really  get  to  the  adults,  they  put  a technique 
called  selective  hearing  into  practice.  They  apparently  cannot  hear  anything 
that  the  children  are  saying  as  though  there  is  an  invisible  glass  wall 
separating  the  back  seat  from  the  front  seat  of  the  car. 


Continued 
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Paragraph  7 


Many  hours  later,  everyone  but  the  driver  is  asleep,  the 


destination  is  finally  reached— the  relatives’  house.  Somehow,  no 
accommodating 

matter  how  nice  relatives  are,  they  seem  to  tire  of  their  new  house 

guests  rather  rapidly.  Most  of  the  vacation  is  thus  spent  without  the 

relatives— visiting  the  ocean,  the  mountains,  the  zoo,  the  aquarium,  and 
walking 

having^walked  to  fast  food  restaurants. 


Unfortunately  for  the  children,  all  good  things  must  come  to  an 

end,  and  it  is  soon  time  to  return  home.  Good-byes  are  said,  the  little 

ones  shed  tears,  and  pretty  soon  the  family  is  on  the  road  again.  Two 

hours  later,  the  youngest  child  plaintively  asks,  “Where’s  my  night- 

night?”  Both  adults  look  at  each  other,  and  panic  fills  their  faces.  The 

car  is  pulled  over,  and  a frantic  search  for  the  child’s  blanket  begins. 

Since  it  is  not  in  the  car,  it  must  be  back  at  the  relatives’  home.  The 

family  returns  to  Vancouver;  the  blanket  is  retrieved,  and  the  little 
its 

group  once  again  begins  then1  homeward  journey. 


Paragraph  9 After  many  trials,  the  family  returns  to  their  own  home  and  the 

parents  promise  themselves  never  to  attempt  another  vacation  together.  But 
time  heals  all  wounds,  and  as  the  next  summer  rolls  around,  another  family 
vacation  becomes  a reality. 

Credit  Statement: 

Adapted  from  student  work  with  permission  of  the  student  writer  Natalie  Cooper, 

Memorial  Composite  High  School,  Stony  Plain,  Alberta. 


Now  answer  questions  38  to  50  about  “The  Joys  of  Family 
Vacations,”  on  pages  14  to  17  in  your  Response  Booklet.  Then 
complete  the  written-response  question  on  page  18. 
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About  this  Final  Exam 

There  are  two  kinds  of  questions  in  this  final  exam: 

• 50  selected-response  questions  based  on  the  four  reading  selections 

• 4 written-response  questions,  one  based  on  each  of  the  reading  selections 

Note:  The  selected-response  questions  for  each  reading  selection  will  help  you  to  complete  the 
corresponding  written-response  questions. 

Time 

Two  hours.  If  you  need  more  time  to  complete  this  exam,  ask  your  teacher. 

Materials 

Be  sure  that  you  have 

• a Readings  Booklet 

• a Response  Booklet 

• HB  pencils,  and  an  eraser 

• pens 

• an  answer  sheet 


Instructions 

• For  selected-response  questions,  choose  the  best  or  correct  answer.  On  the  answer  sheet,  fill  in 
the  letter  that  corresponds  to  your  choice.  Use  an  HB  pencil. 

• Complete  each  of  the  four  written-response  questions  in  your  Response  Booklet.  Use  a pen. 

Evaluation 

Your  exam  will  be  scored  as  follows: 

• Selected-response  questions:  one  mark  each— 50  marks 

• Written-response  questions:  five  marks  each  for  thought  and  detail—  20  marks 

five  marks  for  overall  writing  skills—  5 marks 

• Total  — 75  marks 

Your  teacher  will  share  the  detailed  scoring  criteria  with  you  before  you  begin  this  exam. 

Reference  Materials 

You  may  not  use  any  reference  materials  such  as  dictionaries,  thesauruses,  handbooks,  etc. 
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Questions  for 


Grandmother 


by  Frances  Itani 


1.  Narrating  the  story  from  the  granddaughter’s  point  of  view  allows  the  writer  to  mainly 

A.  convey  the  impact  of  the  grandmother  on  the  family 

B.  reveal  the  importance  of  animals  to  her  grandmother 

C . contrast  the  behaviour  of  the  grandmother  and  grandfather 

D.  suggest  the  strained  relationship  between  strangers  and  family  members 


2.  The  sameness  of  the  dogs’  names  serves  symbolically  to  emphasize  the 

A.  family’s  lack  of  imagination 

B.  distinctive  nature  of  the  dogs’  role 

C.  potentially  dangerous  nature  of  the  dogs 

D.  desire  to  accommodate  the  children’s  need  for  familiarity 


3.  The  passage  referring  to  the  beating  of  the  dog  (lines  18-24)  serves  to 

A.  illustrate  the  dog’s  stubbornness 

B.  indicate  the  grandfather’s  uncontrollable  temper 

C . suggest  the  grandmother’s  vulnerability  in  this  situation 

D.  describe  the  narrator’s  insight  into  the  gravity  of  her  action 


4.  The  grandmother’s  deafness  is  first  revealed  to  the  reader  when  the  narrator  describes  the 

A.  granddaughter’s  failure  to  arouse  sympathy  when  she  cries  (line  17) 

B.  grandmother’s  unawareness  of  the  noise  the  geese  make  (lines  30-31) 

C.  mother’s  response  to  strangers  on  the  train  (lines  60-61) 

D.  grandmother’s  response  to  the  shopper  in  the  store  (lines  62-65) 
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5.  The  grandmother’s  displeasure  with  her  granddaughter  is  displayed  when  the  grandmother 

A.  insists  that  the  girl  feed  the  hissing  geese 

B.  takes  the  food  and  feeds  the  geese  herself 

C . gives  the  girl  no  sympathy  for  the  dog  bite 

D.  stands  at  the  window  and  sees  the  dog  beaten 


6.  When  travelling  on  the  train,  the  grandmother  would  dress  “almost  formally”  (lines  42^14). 
This  detail  best  reflects  the  grandmother’s 

A.  sense  of  dignity 

B.  limited  wardrobe 

C . lack  of  confidence 

D.  old-fashioned  habits 


7.  The  grandmother’s  advice  about  wrapping  furs  in  brown  paper  during  the  summer  months 
(line  48)  reflects  her  character  trait  of 

A.  superstition 

B.  materialism 

C.  stubbornness 

D.  resourcefulness 


8.  The  grandmother’s  concern  that  she  appear  poised  is  most  clearly  shown  in  the  quotation 

A.  “She  was  very  quiet  during  the  train  trips”  (line  50) 

B.  “we  somehow  knew  that  she  could  not  relax”  (lines  50-51) 

C.  “she  was  afraid  she  would  unknowingly  speak  out  too  loudly  before  strangers” 

(lines  51-52) 

D.  “My  mother  would  use  careful  lip  movements”  (line  52) 
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9.  The  anger  that  the  narrator  feels  when  strangers  ask  whether  her  grandmother  is  “deaf  and 
dumb”  (line  56)  is  a result  of  the  narrator’s 

A.  resentment  of  other  people’s  intrusion 

B.  belief  that  strangers  should  not  offer  opinions 

C.  indignation  at  the  harsh  implication  of  the  words 

D.  failure  to  accept  her  grandmother’s  impediments 


10.  The  word  choice  and  alliteration  in  lines  64  to  65,  “a  flurry  and  fit  of  moving  hands,  fingers 
and  fists,”  reinforces  the  communication  between  the  grandmother  and  the  other  shopper  as 


being 

A. 

hasty 

B. 

confused 

C. 

incoherent 

D. 

enthusiastic 

11.  The  grandmother  does  not  use  hearing  equipment  (lines  70-71)  because  she 

A.  has  become  accustomed  to  the  isolation  in  which  she  lives 

B.  has  no  interest  in  communicating  with  strangers 

C . failed  to  master  devices  in  her  childhood 

D.  cannot  afford  the  expensive  equipment 


12.  The  detail  that  best  reveals  the  grandmother’s  strength  and  independence  is 

A.  “she  seized  the  pan  from  my  hands  and  stalked  out  through  the  mob  of  geese”  (line  40) 


B.  “She  had  spent  all  of  her  childhood  in  the  only  school  for  the  deaf  that  had  ever  existed 
in  Canada  at  the  turn  of  the  century”  (lines  68-69) 


C.  “My  grandmother  will  have  none  of  these”  (lines  70-71) 


D. 


“her  shoulders  shift  with  that  fine  sense  of  determination  we  have  somehow  always 
known”  (lines  87-88) 
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13.  The  quotation  that  most  effectively  relates  to  the  main  idea  of  the  passage  is 

A.  “I  would  experience  the  quick  anger  that  comes  from  knowing  that  someone  you  love 
and  wish  to  protect  has  been  violated”  (lines  56-58) 

B.  “for  her,  these  symbols  of  technology  have  come  too  late”  (line  71) 

C.  “there  is  an  element  of  self  that  can  never  be  reached  or  touched  by  any  other”  (lines 
73-74) 

D.  “And  then,  she  beckons:  first  to  her  children,  who  file  past  one  by  one” 

(lines  89-90) 


14.  The  narrator  uses  the  word  “spending”  in  line  93  and  “spend”  in  line  94  as  an  expression 
of  the  family’s 

A.  reluctance  to  show  their  grief 

B.  need  to  make  an  offering  to  the  grandmother 

C.  desire  to  appear  generous  in  each  other’s  eyes 

D . awareness  of  the  importance  of  being  practical 


15.  The  narrator’s  attitude  toward  her  grandmother  as  shown  in  this  passage  is  one  of 

A.  pity 

B.  regret 

C.  worship 

D.  admiration 


1 

T- 

Now  turn  to  page  5 and  complete  the  written-response  question  for 
A this  selection. 
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Written-Response  Question  One 


Select  one  detail  or  incident  from  the  story  that,  in  your  opinion, 
best  reflects  the  narrator’s  attitude  toward  her  grandmother.  In 
one  or  two  paragraphs,  explain  why  you  chose  this  detail  or 
incident  as  the  best  illustration  of  the  narrator’s  attitude  toward 
her  grandmother. 


Now  go  to  the  Readings  Booklet  and  read  “Father,”  which  begins  on  page  4. 
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Questions  for 


Father 

by  Dale  Zieroth 

16.  Lines  3 to  4 “as  if  he  meant  to  knock  out  my  tongue  / and  grind  it  under  his  heel  right  there” 
suggest  that  the  father’s  anger  is  prompted  by  the  child’s 

A.  words 

B.  actions 

C . laziness 

D.  weakness 


17.  As  he  listens  to  his  father  and  his  father’s  friends  (lines  15-18),  the  speaker 
becomes  aware  of  the 

A.  mortality  of  all  men 

B.  dreams  of  his  father 

C . importance  of  friends 

D.  joys  of  companionship 


18.  The  hardship  experienced  by  the  father  is  made  most  evident  in  the  lines 

A.  “Twice  he  took  me  in  his  hands  and  shook  / me  like  a sheaf  of  wheat” 

(lines  1-2) 

B.  “Together  they  drank  chokecherry  / wine  and  talked  of  the  dead  friends  and  the  / old 
times”  (lines  14-16) 

C . “Sunday  before  church  he  would  trim  / his  fingernails  with  the  hunting  knife”  (lines 
19-20) 

D.  “these  were  the  things  / that  helped  a man  to  stand  in  the  sun  for  / eight  hours  a day” 
(lines  26-28) 
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19.  The  major  shift  in  mood  in  the  first  stanza  is  created  by  the  contrast  between  the 

A.  remembrance  of  the  dead  and  the  laughter  of  the  living 

B.  child’s  innocence  and  the  friends’  sophistication 

C . violent  confrontation  and  the  joyful  sharing 

D.  father’s  action  and  the  mother’s  reaction 


20.  The  father  seems  to  have  used  both  ritual  and  habit  (lines  24—26)  in  order  to 

A.  endure  his  harsh  life 

B.  organize  his  responsibilities 

C . enjoy  the  comradeship  of  friends 

D . accept  the  decisions  of  his  children 


21.  The  stanza  break  between  lines  32  and  33  serves  to 

A.  provide  a change  of  subject 

B.  reinforce  the  passage  of  time 

C.  acknowledge  gaps  in  the  speaker’s  memory 

D.  prepare  the  reader  for  the  poem’s  conclusion 


22.  The  details  in  lines  33  to  35  reveal  the  father’s 

A.  recent  changes 

B.  current  hardship 

C . present  guilt  and  regret 

D.  new  and  amusing  habits 


23.  The  speaker’s  perception  of  the  difference  in  his  father  is  best  represented  by 

A.  “he  / gave  presents”  (lines  33-34) 

B.  “He  drinks  mostly  coffee  / now”  (lines  35-36) 

C.  “white,  soft,  / unused  hands”  (lines  37-38) 

D.  “sleeping  in  the  middle  / of  the  afternoon”  (lines  39-40) 
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24. 


The  thematic  impact  of  this  poem  depends  mainly  on  the  contrast  established  between  the 


A.  son’s  humility  and  pride 

B.  son’s  apathy  and  passion 

C.  father’s  activity  and  passivity 

D.  father’s  selfishness  and  generosity 


25.  In  the  last  stanza  of  the  poem,  the  speaker  views  his  father  with 

A.  remorse 

B.  concern 

C . resentment 

D.  understanding 


1 

Now  turn  to  page  9 and  complete  the  written-response  question  for 
this  selection. 


ft 

1 

a 

a 

i 

a 

t 

<l 

c. 

t 

ft 


a 


a 

t. 

ft 

a 

a 

ft 

«£ 

a 

ft 


ft 

t: 

a 

a 


a 

a 


Continued 


ft 

ft 


m 

m 

CLASSROOM 

MATERIALS 


English  10 


Student  Response  Booklet 
Reading  Assessment 


m 

m 


Written-Response  Question  Two 


Select  an  image  or  detail  from  the  poem  that  you  think  is 
particularly  vivid.  In  one  or  two  paragraphs,  explain  what  makes 
this  image  or  detail  stand  out  for  you. 


Now  go  to  the  Readings  Booklet  and  read  “A  Purple  World,”  which 
begins  on  page  6. 
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1 


A Purple  World 


by  Richard  Wagamese 


26.  The  effect  of  Richard  Wagamese’s  description  of  twilight  (lines  1-4)  is  to  create 

A.  personification  that  supports  the  main  idea 

B.  imagery  that  characterizes  unity  of  native  people 

C . metaphor  that  reflects  the  writer’s  artistic  sensitivity 

D.  alliteration  that  increases  reader  interest  through  sound 


27.  For  the  writer,  it  is  important  to  be  “Here,  in  the  gathering  darkness”  (line  24)  because  this 
experience 

A.  erases  the  tension  of  life  in  the  city 

B.  reconnects  him  to  his  people’s  beliefs 

C.  causes  him  to  think  of  the  earth’s  lost  resources 

D . reminds  him  of  the  simple  pleasures  of  a walk  upon  the  land 


28.  The  tone  of  the  statement,  “This  is  spiritual,  this  is  truth,  this  is  Indian” 
(lines  35-36)  is  one  of 

A.  criticism 

B.  arrogance 

C.  confidence 

D.  sentimentality 


Continued 


CLASSROOM 

ASSESSMENT 

MATERIALS 


English  10 


10 


Student  Response  Booklet 
Reading  Assessment 


29.  In  context  the  word  closest  in  meaning  to  “cosmopolitan”  (line  48)  is 

A.  vulgar 

B.  foreign 

C . enlightened 

D.  sophisticated 


30.  When  the  writer  imagines  the  land  as  “untrammelled  and  free”  (line  57),  he  uses  the  word 
“untrammelled”  to  mean 

A.  picturesque 

B.  unexplored 

C.  unspoiled 

D.  powerful 


31.  The  writer’s  comment  “But  it’s  a start”  (line  64),  indicates  that  his  attitude  is  one  of 

A.  trust  in  the  beliefs  of  the  Old  Ones 

B.  disillusionment  about  the  indifference  of  society 

C . depression  about  the  loss  of  irreplaceable  resources 

D.  reconciliation  to  the  difficulties  of  changing  human  behaviour 


32.  In  the  context  of  the  entire  essay,  “material  trappings”  (line  66),  contrasts  most  strongly 
with 

A.  “tribal  fires”  (lines  7-8) 

B.  “collective  shrug”  (line  11) 

C.  “spiritual  connection”  (line  37) 

D.  “environmental  concerns”  (line  60) 


33.  The  Old  Ones’  belief  that,  “the  honor  of  one  thing  is  the  honor  of  all”  (line  71-72),  reflects 
the  idea  that 

A.  all  things  are  interconnected 

B.  brotherhood  between  peoples  is  essential 

C . wilderness  is  a complex  concept  in  Native  spirituality 

D.  ancient  messages  are  a source  of  wisdom  and  intelligence 

Continued 
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34.  In  context,  the  words  that  suggest  an  apparent  contradiction  in  terms  are 

A.  “indefinable  desire”  (line  3) 

B.  “elegant  redundancy”  (line  18) 

C.  “cosmopolitan  society”  (line  48) 

D.  “environmental  protectionism”  (lines  63-64) 


35.  The  writer’s  comments  throughout  the  essay  characterize  him  as  being 

A.  honest  and  practical 

B.  shrewd  and  aggressive 

C . perceptive  and  sincere 

D.  egotistical  and  sophisticated 


36.  The  primary  purpose  of  this  essay  is  to  encourage  people  to 

A.  become  aware  of  the  principles  of  waste  management 

B.  listen  to  the  important  spiritual  lessons  of  the  Old  Ones 

C . accept  responsibility  for  being  part  of  the  natural  world 

D.  understand  nature  as  it  was  two  to  three  hundred  years  ago 


37.  The  theme  of  the  essay  is  best  embodied  by  the  image  in 

A.  “Here,  amid  the  rough  and  tangle  of  pristine  creation”  (line  16) 

B.  “It  all  comes  down  to  the  idea  of  one  heartbeat”  (line  33) 

C.  “These  same  rocks  that  have  sat  untouched  for  generations  have  their  stories” 
(lines  57-58) 

D.  “What  it  takes  is  a walk  upon  the  land”  (line  65) 

Now  turn  to  page  13  and  complete  the  written-response  question  for 
this  selection. 

Continued 


CLASSROOM 

ASSESSMENT 

MATERIALS 


English  10 


12 


Student  Response  Booklet 
Reading  Assessment 


Written-Response  Question  Three 


In  this  essay,  Richard  Wagamese  develops  the  idea  that  the  honour  of  one 
is  the  honour  of  all. 

What  does  Wagamese’s  idea  mean  to  you? 

In  one  or  two  paragraphs,  support  your  response  by  referring  to  your  own 
experience  and  observations. 


Now  go  to  the  Readings  Booklet  and  read  “The  Joys  of  Family  Vacations,” 
which  begins  on  page  8. 
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The  Joys  of  Family  Vacations 

by  Natalie  Cooper , a Student  Writer 


38.  The  main  effect  of  the  opening  sentence  of  the  composition  is  to 

A . create  a factual  and  realistic  tone 

B.  develop  the  narrative  by  revealing  a vital  fact 

C . promote  understanding  through  characterization 

D.  introduce  a familiar  topic  by  using  a generalization 


39.  The  single  sentence  paragraph  (paragraph  3)  serves  mainly  to 

A.  create  an  informal  tone 

B.  provide  an  example  of  dialogue 

C.  emphasize  the  children’s  suspense 

D.  contrast  the  parents  with  the  children 


40.  In  paragraph  4,  an  error  of  punctuation  that  has  yet  to  be  corrected  is  evident 
in  the  phrase 

A.  “Finally,  the  suspense  is  broken” 

B.  “the  parents’  reply  with  big,  happy  smiles” 

C.  “We’re  driving  out  to  Vancouver” 

D.  “to  spend  our  summer  vacation!” 


41.  Paragraph  5 is  effective  mainly  because  it 

A.  indicates  the  parents’  confusion  regarding  trip  preparations 

B.  conveys  the  writer’s  desire  to  remain  at  home  with  the  pets 

C.  illustrates  the  parents’  commitment  to  the  family’s  vacation 

D.  reveals  the  writer’s  humorous  understanding  of  family  stress 
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42.  The  writer’s  revisions  in  the  last  sentence  of  paragraph  5 are  intended  to 

A.  make  use  of  specific  adjectives 

B.  correct  the  point  of  view 

C . correct  faulty  mechanics 

D . create  vivid  images 


43.  The  main  purpose  of  paragraph  6 is  to 

A.  describe  the  setting 

B.  develop  the  humour 

C . create  balanced  sentence  structure 

D.  demonstrate  grammatical  effectiveness 


44.  Which  revision  would  correct  the  punctuation  error  in  the  first  sentence  in  paragraph  7? 

A.  “Many  hours  later,  everyone  but  the  driver  is  asleep;  the  destination  is  finally 
reached— the  relatives’  house.” 

B.  “Many  hours  later  everyone,  but  the  driver  is  asleep,  the  destination  is  finally  reached— 
the  relatives’  house.” 

C.  “Many  hours  later  everyone,  but  the  driver,  is  asleep,  the  destination  is  finally 
reached— the  relatives’  house.” 

D.  “Many  hours  later  everyone  but  the  driver  is  asleep  the  destination  is  finally  reached— 
the  relatives’  house.” 


45.  The  revision  to  the  second  sentence  in  paragraph  7 results  in 

A.  less  wordiness 

B.  greater  precision 

C.  improved  rhythm 

D.  corrected  grammar 
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46.  The  revision  of  the  third  sentence  in  paragraph  7 results  in  the  correct  use  of 


A.  parallelism 

B.  coordination 

C . point  of  view 

D.  placement  of  modifiers 
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47.  The  writer’s  revision  to  the  final  sentence  of  paragraph  8 results  in 

A.  correct  verb  usage 

B.  correct  pronoun  usage 

C . improved  sentence  variety 

D . effective  parallel  structure 


48.  The  writer  organizes  her  composition  by  using 

A.  spatial  order 

B.  contrast  of  ideas 

C . chronological  order 

D.  degree  of  importance 


49.  The  writer’s  awareness  of  her  audience  is  best  indicated  in 

A.  “Does  it  seem  like  forever  until  the  day  of  departure?” 

(paragraph  5,  first  sentence) 

B.  “When  things  really  get  to  the  adults,  they  put  a technique  called  selective  hearing  into 
practice”  (paragraph  6,  third  sentence) 

C.  “Unfortunately  for  the  children,  all  good  things  must  come  to  an  end”  (paragraph  8, 
first  sentence) 

D.  “After  many  trials,  the  family  returns  to  their  own  home” 

(paragraph  9,  first  sentence) 
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50.  In  the  body  of  this  composition,  the  writer’s  paragraphs  begin  with 

A.  simple  sentences 

B.  effective  transitions 

C . rhetorical  questions 

D.  changing  points  of  view 


1 

rNow  turn  to  page  18  and  complete  the  written-response  question  for 
this  selection. 
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Written-Response  Question  Four 


Well-chosen  words  and  phrases  make  a piece  of  writing  effective. 
Select  two  or  three  words  or  phrases  that  this  student  writer 
uses  effectively.  In  one  or  two  paragraphs,  explain  why  these 
words  or  phrases  are  effective  for  you  as  a reader. 
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You  have  finished  this  exam.  Be  sure  to  go  back  to  your  writing  and  re-read  and  correct 
your  work. 
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Writing  Assessment 

About  This  Final  Exam 

This  final  exam  is  about  communicating  ideas  and  feelings.  You  will  write  about  a time  when  you 
had  difficulty  communicating  your  ideas  and  feelings. 

There  is  a short  story  excerpt  and  two  cartoons  for  you  to  read,  as  well  as  some  questions  for  you 
to  consider  before  you  begin  your  writing. 

Time 

You  will  have  80  minutes  to  complete  the  readings,  questions,  and  the  writing  task  in  this  exam. 

Evaluation 

Although  no  marks  are  given  for  the  “Focusing  Your  Thoughts”  questions  or  the  Planning  Page, 
completing  these  sections  will  help  you  to  focus  and  develop  your  writing.  There  are  two  marks  for 
the  Self-Reflection  on  page  1 1 . 

Your  writing  will  be  marked  for: 

Thoughtfulness  (10  marks) 

How  well  did  you 

• show  your  reader  your  understanding  of  the  topic? 

• support  your  ideas  with  details  that  help  your  reader  to  understand  your  thinking? 

Effectiveness  (10  marks) 

How  effectively  did  you 

• organize  your  writing  to  keep  your  reader  interested  and  involved  in  your  ideas? 

• choose  words  and  sentence  structures  to  express  yourself  and  to  engage  your  reader? 

Correctness  (10  marks) 

How  correctly  have  you  used 

• mechanics,  punctuation,  grammar,  and  usage? 

Self-Reflection  (2  marks) 

How  well  did  you 

• analyze  your  writing  skills? 

Your  teacher  will  share  the  detailed  scoring  criteria  with  you  before  you  begin  this  exam. 

Reference  Materials 

You  may  use  any  reference  materials  such  as  a dictionary,  a thesaurus,  and  a handbook. 
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Readings 

A Have  you  ever  experienced  difficulty  in  saying  what  you  mean? 


Selection  One 

As  you  read  the  following  excerpt  from  the  short  story  “ The  Love  of  My  Life,”  think  about  Wally’s 
difficulties  in  communicating  his  message. 


from  The  Love  Of  My  Life 

by  Wally  Oprzedek 

Wally  had  a little  black  book  but  there  was  only  one  telephone  number  in  it:  Carolyn  Smith’s. 


“Irvin  Smith,  Jack  Smith,  John 
Smith  . . 

Slowly  I picked  up  the  phone  and  dialled 
the  next  number.  I had  looked  through  the  first 
40  “Smiths”  in  the  phone  book  and  dialled 
each  asking,  “Could  I speak  to  Carolyn 
please?”  After  repeated  answers  of,  “I’m 
sorry,  you  must  have  the  wrong  number,”  I 
received  a “Hold  on,  I’ll  get  her”  —so  I hung 
up. 

I had  accomplished  what  I set  out  to  do.  At 
least  I had  her  phone  number  now.  I was 
making  progress.  Talking  would  have  been 
pushing  it  and  I certainly  didn’t  want  to  push 
it.  Slow  and  sure,  that’s  the  way  to  do  it.  I 
didn’t  want  to  move  too  quickly.  I probably 
would  have  passed  out  anyway. 

Coolly,  I flipped  open  my  little  black 
book  and  scribbled  the  number  down,  and 
beside  it,  added  her  name.  I really  didn’t 


have  to;  there  weren’t  any  other  numbers  to 
confuse  it  with.  I closed  the  book  and  put  it  in 
my  drawer,  carefully  hiding  it  under  my  socks. 
If  my  sister  were  to  find  it  I would  hear 
continuous  stanzas  of: 

Wally  and  Carolyn  sitting  in  a tree, 
K-I-S-S-I-N-G, 

First  comes  love,  then  comes  marriage, 

Then  comes  Junior  in  a baby  carriage. 

That  I didn’t  need,  if  it  could  be  avoided. 

I walked  over  to  my  mirror,  stared  into  it, 
and  sat  on  the  edge  of  my  bed  in  the  same 
position  as  Rodin’s  statue  The  Thinker.  If  I 
were  to  call  Carolyn  I would  have  to  introduce 
myself.  First  impressions  are  important.  How 
would  I do  it? 

“Hi  Carolyn,  this  is  Wally  speaking.” 

Continued 
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BOOOOORRRRRING.  I don’t  want  to 
sound  boring.  It’s  gotta  be  snappy. 

Something  more  upbeat.  Maybe  like  Stallone 
in  Rocky.  Macho  is  better  than  boring. 

“Yo  Carolyn,  how  ya’  doin’?  This  is 
Wally  talkin’.” 

But  then  again  . . . maybe  not.  They  say 
women  eat  compliments  up,  that  they  love  it 
when  you  talk  about  them.  Maybe  I should 
wow  her  with  a line. 

“Your  eyes  are  like  sparkling  diamonds, 
your  hair  like  golden  silk.  Hi,  this  is  Wally 
from  your  algebra  class.” 

Sort  of  a rough  transition,  no?  Maybe 
something  a bit  smoother  would  be  better. 
What  would  Brando  or  Gable  say?  They 
would  definitely  confront  the  object  of  their 
desire  directly. 

“Carolyn,  I love  you.  We  were  meant  to 
be  together.  I’ve  only  known  you  for  a 
semester,  but  my  feelings  ...” 

Naw.  She’d  think  I was  a perverted  sex 
fiend.  I’ll  stick  to,  “Hi,  Carolyn,  this  is  Wally 
speaking.”  Appearing  boring  is  better  than 
appearing  a jerk. 

I began  to  psych  up  for  the  call.  I placed  a 
set  of  headphones  on  my  ears  and  threw  the 
theme  song  from  Rocky  into  my  tape  recorder. 
Pressing  the  play  button  and  turning  the 
volume  to  full,  I fell  back  onto  my  bed  and 
began  convulsing  to  the  beat. 

As  the  song  faded  I jumped  up,  threw  my 
headphones  to  the  floor  and  tore  open 
my  drawer,  scattering  socks  across  my 


room.  I grabbed  the  tiny  book  and  flipped 
through  the  pages  madly.  I dialled  the  number 
with  reckless  abandon,  struggling  to  tap  the 
right  digits  on  the  touchtone  dial. 


This  was  it.  I was  actually  making  the  big 
call.  It  was  all  or  nothing  and  I was  going  for  it 
all.  We  were  meant  to  be  together.  I loved  her 
and  she  loved  me.  I was  going  for  the  gusto. 

The  phone  began  to  ring  and  a beautiful 
soprano  voice  answered,  “Hello,  Smith 
residence  ...” 

Abruptly  I interrupted,  “Hi,  this  is  Wally. 

I was  wondering  if  you  had  any  plans  for  this 
Friday  night.” 

I was  going  for  the  pot  of  gold. 

There  was  a silence,  followed  by  some 
giggling,  and  then  a sort  of  choked  reply:  “I 
don’t  know.  I’d  have  to  ask  my  husband. 
Could  you  hold  on  for  a moment  please?”  . . . 


Credit  Statement: 

Wally  Oprzedek.  “The  Love  of  My  Life,”  from  Viewpoints  (Nelson  Canada),  1990. 
Reprinted  by  permission  of  the  author. 
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Selection  Two 


Selection  Three 


Credit  Statement: 

“For  Better  or  For  Worse”  © Lynn  Johnston  Prod.,  Inc.  Reprinted  with  permission  of 
Universal  Press  Syndicate. 
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Focusing  Your  Thoughts 


The  following  questions  are  to  help  you  think  about  the  story,  cartoons, 
and  the  topic  of  communicating.  Space  is  provided  for  your  responses. 


• Why  does  Wally  consider  so  many  possible  ways  of  opening  his  conversation  with  Carolyn? 


• What  do  the  cartoons  suggest  about  the  difficulties  involved  in  communicating  ideas  and 
feelings? 
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Writing  Task 


\ 

Sometimes  it  is  difficult  for  people  to  say  what 
they  really  mean . Write  about  a time  when 
you  had  difficulty  communicating  your  ideas 
or  feelings.  What  was  the  situation?  How  did 
you  handle  it?  What  happened? 

V ; , ) 


Reminder 

Remember  that  your  writing  will  be  scored  for  its  thoughtfulness,  effectiveness,  and  correctness. 
(See  the  first  page  of  this  booklet  for  more  information). 


CLASSROOM 

ASSESSMENT 

MATERIALS 


English  10 


5 


Student  Booklet 
Writing  Assessment 


Planning 


Student  Booklet 
Writing  Assessment 


First-Draft  Writing 

Please  double-space  your  work  and  complete  your  corrections  directly  on  this  draft. 


Continued 
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First-Draft  Writing 
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First-Draft  Writing 
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First-Draft  Writing 


* 

Be  sure  to  check  your  work 
carefully.  Make  corrections 
directly  on  your  writing. 
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S elf -Re flection : 

Looking  Back  At  MyWriting 


What  are  two  important  characteristics  of  your  writing  (including  your  writing 
skills)  that  you  would  like  a reader  to  notice? 


1. 


2. 
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